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SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT -  LET’S LIGHT THE WAY!
BY MARY PENICH

©2025  MARY PENICH - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED

	 Like my husband and I, you’ve likely taken down 
your Christmas decorations.  Our Christmas Tree made its 
way to the curb for mulching last weekend.  The boxes 
in which we store everything else found their homes in 
the basement the same day.  Though I normally dread 
the tedium of repackaging ornaments and rewrapping the 
delicate figures from our tiny Nativity set, I rather enjoyed 
the process this year.  Each strand of garland and every 
light string inspired a memory from Christmas 2025.  As 
I rolled up those lights for storage, I recalled an inspiring 
afternoon the week before Christmas...
	 I’d just returned from shopping for the last of our 
stocking stuffers.  The house was dark that first day of 
winter except for the lights twinkling 
in our backyard.  Colorful bulbs nestled 
at the feet of the large wooden angel 
and caroler that stood at the edge of our 
patio.  It was 1955 when my husband 
helped paint both figures with his dad 
and his uncle.  He was just six years 
old.  I laughed as I imagined the three 
of them working on these charming 
figures.  By the time I hung my coat, 
the white lights a bit further back in 
the yard went on.  Those lights were strung among fir 
branches that lay at the feet of Mary and Joseph.  They 
also provided a heavenly glow around the figure of Baby 
Jesus who rested between his parents.  Those vintage 
figures provided one of my favorite Christmas scenes.  As 
I emptied my shopping bag, the small tree in our family 
room lit up.  After smiling at its lights, I turned to our wall 
of family photos nearby.  I’m always happy to have my 
attention drawn in that direction!
	 After sorting through the stocking stuffers I’d 
purchased, I realized that my mood had been as dark as 
the house on that first day of winter.  When I went to hide 
those treasures in a closet, the Christmas lights on our 
front porch came on.  “Nice,” I said to myself.  “I needed 

that!”  Those lights also reminded me 
to open the front door to check for mail.  
Just then, the lights around our lawn 
decorations came on.  The snow laden 
branches that surrounded those merry 
figures glowed as dusk closed in.  “You 
guys certainly have great timing!”  I 
smiled as I headed back inside.  I had to 
give a thought or two to dinner.  Before 
I got serious about what Mike and I 

would eat that night, I looked at the backyard ago.  My 
eyes lingered at those carolers and the images of Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph.  They brightened my mood immensely!  
It was then that the tiny tree in our foyer lit up.   	
 
	 You know, until that afternoon, I hadn’t realized 
that each of the timers that controlled our Christmas 

lights was set for a different time.  It occurred to me to 
tell my poor husband that he might want to coordinate 
those timers next year.  With that, I flipped the switch in 
the living room to light our Christmas Tree and the village 
beneath it.  I admit that this tree had disappointed me when 
we finally managed to get it into its stand.  However, after 
it was decorated, Mike and I agreed that it was one of our 
loveliest trees yet!  
	 That afternoon. I realized it had taken almost ten 
minutes for all our Christmas lights to come on.  I also 
discovered that I really didn’t want it any other way!  You 
see, when those lights took turns coming on, each burst 
of color was beautiful in its own right.  Every new glow 
elicited a smile from me.  Memories of Christmases 
Past and my expectations for Christmas 2025 filled 
me with hope.  If those Christmas lights had come on 
simultaneously, I might have missed this amazing show 
and the pleasant surprise that came with each click of a 
timer.  As you may have guessed, I decided not to mention 
the serendipitous timing of our Christmas lights to Mike 
after all because I want to enjoy his amazing light show 
again next year.
	 I’m sharing this adventure with you because that 
unexpected light show has a lot to say about today’s Feast 
of the Baptism of the Lord.  Today, we turn 
to John the Baptist who had preached at 
length about the coming of the Messiah.  
This long-awaited one was said to be far 
greater than John.  John himself insisted 
that he wasn’t worthy to tie the strap of that 
Holy One’s sandal.  Still, when Jesus set 
out to begin his public life, he went to John 
the Baptist to seek baptism.  Poor John 
was humbled, shocked, and truly honored!  
As we know, this wasn’t Jesus’ only surprise.  The next 
several weeks’ gospels will tell us that Jesus continued to 
engage in the unexpected when he chose fishermen and 
other commoners to be his closest allies and when he 
preached of humility, the poor in spirit, peacemakers, and 
those who mourn.  
	 Yes, Jesus was different!  Rather than 
acknowledging the worldly powerful, Jesus assured his 
disciples and all those who listened that they were the salt 
of the earth, and they were the light meant to shine brightly 
for others.  Just as our oddly timed Christmas lights set 
everything around me aglow that day, our most mundane 
circumstances take on an amazing aura when Jesus enters 
into them.  This is the reason we mustn’t wait until next 
Christmas for the light show to begin.  Jesus is already at 
work, shining light on our lives when and where we least 
expect it.  All Jesus asks is that we do the same for one 
another as often as possible.  Just watch for the glow that 
results!

To Read Fr. Chris' Weekly Letter
please visit our website: www.saintpaultheapostle.church
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MASS HYMNS

Apple ran a commercial not long ago called “Behind the Mac – Greatness.” It shows 
artists and creators, such as Kendrick Lamar, Billie Eilish, and Lady Gaga, working 
behind their MacBooks. The narration says, “There’s a certain kind of person who 
doesn’t wait for greatness. They make it.” It’s a compelling message. There’s beauty in 
using our gifts with passion and purpose. But there lies a hidden weight in that idea: 
If you are what you make, what happens when you can’t anymore? When the project 
fails, the passion fades, or the spotlight moves on, where is greatness then?

Today’s Gospel offers a differing vision of greatness. Jesus steps into the Jordan River. 
He hasn’t preached, healed, or performed a single miracle. Then the heavens open, 
and the Father speaks: “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” It’s not 

a reward for success. It’s not earned. Before he does anything “great,” Jesus receives the greatness of his identity 
from the Father.

And so do you. At your baptism, God said the same thing over you: “You are my beloved.” That is your true 
identity, not constructed or earned but received. When we see ourselves and others this way, everything changes 
for the better. We discover a greatness that can never be taken away.

This week, reflect on your baptism: look up the date, thank God for it, pray for those baptized with you, or visit 
the church where it happened. Let your identity be rooted there.

— Father John Muir ©LPi

GOSPEL MEDITATION

Opening Song:  Gather #380 O He Shall Reign Forevermore by Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher

Gloria: A Joyful Christmas Gloria (GLORIA), adapted by Jeanne Cotter and Tony Alonso

Responsorial Psalm: The Lord Will Bless His People with Peace by Paul Hillebrand

Gospel Acclamation: MASS OF RESTORATION by Josh Blakesley and Grae McCullough

Preparation Song: Spirit & Song #294 Healing Waters by Trevor Thomson

Eucharistic Acclamations: MASS OF RESTORATION by Josh Blakesley and Grae McCullough

Communion Songs: Spirit & Song #204 All Who Are Thirsty Brenton Brown and Glenn Robertson

At Sunday 5:00pm: Spirit of Christ by Sarah Hart

Closing Song: Gather #353 Joy to the World by G.F. Handel and Isaac Watts

At Sunday 5:00pm: Joy to the World (Unspeakable Joy) by Chris Tomlin, Ed Cash, Matt Gilder, G.F. Handel, and Isaac Watts 

YOUR SUNDAY WORSHIP AID
The Baptism of the Lord
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RESPONSORIAL PSALM
PSALM 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10

The Lord will bless his people with peace.

READING II	 ACTS 10:34-38

Peter proceeded to speak to those gathered
in the house of Cornelius, saying: 
“In truth, I see that God shows no partiality.
Rather, in every nation whoever fears him and acts 
uprightly
is acceptable to him.
You know the word that he sent to the Israelites 
as he proclaimed peace through Jesus Christ, who is 
Lord of all, 
what has happened all over Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John preached, 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth
with the Holy Spirit and power.
He went about doing good 
and healing all those oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him.”

READING I	 ISAIAH 42:1-4, 6-7

Thus says the LORD:
Here is my servant whom I uphold,
my chosen one with whom I am pleased,
upon whom I have put my spirit;
he shall bring forth justice to the nations,
not crying out, not shouting,
not making his voice heard in the street.
a bruised reed he shall not break,
and a smoldering wick he shall not quench,
until he establishes justice on the earth;
the coastlands will wait for his teaching.

I, the LORD, have called you for the victory of justice,
I have grasped you by the hand;
I formed you, and set you
as a covenant of the people,
a light for the nations,
to open the eyes of the blind,
to bring out prisoners from confinement,
and from the dungeon, those who live in darkness.

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright 
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981, 
1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this 
work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium, 
including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.

Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him.
John tried to prevent him, saying,
“I need to be baptized by you,
and yet you are coming to me?”
Jesus said to him in reply,
“Allow it now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he allowed him.
After Jesus was baptized,
he came up from the water and behold,
the heavens were opened for him,
and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove
and coming upon him.
And a voice came from the heavens, saying,
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”

GOSPEL	 MATTHEW 3:13-17
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Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord

Tuesday: St. Hilary, Bishop and Doctor of the Church

Saturday: St. Anthony, Abbot

Next Sunday: 2nd Sunday in Ordinary Time

OBSERVANCES FOR THE WEEK

APOSTLES' CREED
I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;
he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God,
the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge
the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

GLORIA
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,
we adore you, we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

Monday: Psalm 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19
To you, Lord, I will offer a sacrifice of praise.

Tuesday: 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.

Wednesday: Psalm 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 10
Here am I, Lord; I come to do your will.

Thursday: Psalm 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25
Redeem us, Lord, because of your mercy.

Friday: Psalm 89:16-17, 18-19
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Saturday: Psalm 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7
Lord, in your strength the king is glad.

WEEKDAY PSALMS

Sunday: Is 42:1-4, 6-7/Ps 29:1-2, 3-4, 3, 9-10/Acts 10:34-
38/Mt 3:13-17

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8/Ps 116:12-13, 14-17, 18-19/Mk 
1:14-20 Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20/1 Sam 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/
Mk 1:21-28

Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20/Ps 40:2 and 5, 7-8a, 8b-9, 
10/Mk 1:29-39

Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11/Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25/Mk 
1:40-45

Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a/Ps 89:16-17, 18-19/Mk 2:1-12

Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a/Ps 21:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/
Mk 2:13-17

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
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SATURDAY,  JANUARY 10, 2026
5:00pm:  Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Gerena O. Monis | Kevin Seidel 
| Bruce Perrin | Robert Pignatiello | Lawrence Doan Pham | John 
Carter Bennett | Cheryl Giguere | Wilfredo Garcia

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 11, 2026
7:30am:  Victor Peccioli | Chuck Gresser
9:30am:  William & Jean O’Brien \ Honesto & Consolacion Garibay 
11:30am:  Hector B. Brual, Jr. | Mary Schnell | Florentine Bates | 
Celia J. Auguste | David Michael Jahn
5:00pm:  Bob & Harriet Sutton | Gracia Buttitta

MONDAY,  JANUARY 12, 2026
7:30am:  Our Parish Family

TUESDAY,  JANUARY 13, 2026
7:30am:  Our Parish Family

WEDNESDAY,  JANUARY 14, 2026
7:30am:  Our Parish Family

THURSDAY,  JANUARY 15, 2026
7:30am:  Prescela Sibayan | Mary Grosskopf

FRIDAY,  JANUARY 16, 2026
7:30am:  Our Parish Family
 
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 17, 2026
5:00pm:  Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Lawrence Doan Pham | Gerena 
O. Monis | John Carter Bennett | Erlinda Saballa

SUNDAY,  JANUARY 18, 2026
7:30am:  Leonard Kalaw | Rose Ann Kouba | Michael Kinahan
9:30am:  Wally Zagol | Nenita Recinto | Luisa Ramos | Evangelino 
Ramos | Jay R. Ablona | Elvira Camacho | Margaret Crawford
11:30am:  Lynn Sharpee | Bob & Harriet Sutton | Hector B. Brual, 
Jr. | Cristina Jacobo Calderon | Celia J. Auguste | Richard Loeffler 
| Chris Stoyandoff
5:00pm:  Our Parish Family 

PRAY FOR THE SICK 

Please know that we pray for all of the 
sick at every Mass. However, if you 
would like your name or that of a sick 
loved one to be included in the list 

above, please email or call 
Catherine in the Parish Office: 

info@spa.church or 847-918-0600

Shannon Bremmer
April Grandgeorge

Alma De Torres
Stephanie Rappe

Vicki Shafer
Ruth Blood
Tom Asma
Karla Arce

Jeanne Sypien
Glenn Garamoni
Daniel Schmelz
Russell Yanow
Victoria Sofia 

Luquez Mogollon
Kinga Szymoniak

Chris Lucy
Donna O'Brien

Norilyn Querubin
Rey Querubin

Obdulia Elizalde
Jovita Menes

Reginald Dulaca
Melody Cook

Brian Smolicek
Roberto Movilla
Shani Stahnke
Abby Swygard

Rod Reyes
Betty Falotico
Keith Kellogg
Lisa Mischke

David Zilligen

Eduardo Perez
Maria Domitila Zam-

brano de Polanco
Rafael Gloria

Collen Wishall
Silvia Pinedo

Consuelo Vargas
Juan Miguel Currea
Gloria de Cardenas

Helena Sznicer
George Lawrence

Michael Miller
Cynthia D. Caudell

Glafira Bunsen 
Jackie Herrera-Giron

Gino LaBellarte
Dianne Scirri

Pat Wilson
Kimmy Cozart
Mark Wilson
Pat Gundrum
Mary Thachil

Daniela Gaborik
Amy Patterson

Melissa Fernandes
Emily Meryer
Kathy Hunt

Laura Hopkins
Bill O’Brien

Katie Travelstead 
Shanklin

Roman Stankiewicz

MASS INTENTIONS

Week of January 5, 2025 
Sunday- $36,423    			   Online Sunday- n/a  
Sharing- $25                  		  Online Sharing- n/a     
SVdP- $265           			   Online SVdP- n/a  
Christmas- $655  
Retirement fund for Religious- $75 

Month to Date - December
Sunday- $120,511     			 
Online Sunday- $46,590   
Christmas- $46,530  
Sharing- $2,936                  		
Online Sharing- $3,651           
SVdP- $5,785        			 
Online SVdP- $4,236   
Holiday Dinners - $492    
Campaign for Human Development- $933        
Retirement fund for Religious- $4,069 

DONATIONS SUMMARY
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JANUARY 18/19 | LITURGY SCHEDULE
USHERS LECTORS COMMUNION MINISTERS GREETERS PRESIDER

SATURDAY 
5:00PM

T. Rusnak
A. Barrie
A. Rusnak
K. Gaston
OPEN x 2

Mike Biarnesen
Debbie Williams

P. Fening
J. Wedell

Fr. Joe
Dn. Brent

SUNDAY 
7:30AM

T. Shurtleff
B. O’Brien
P. Rothacker
R. Sekany
R. Dizon
S. Bilas

Keith Kouba
Bill Murphy

J.R. Delgado
P. Bland

Fr. Chris
D. Rob

 

SUNDAY 
9:30AM

B. Kibitkewki
D. Scheffler
D. Tomasiewicz
Deb. Tomasiewicz
K. King
S. Fragassi

Matthew 
Schwarz
Mary Maus

M. Maus
T. Maus

Fr. Chris
Dn. Andy

SUNDAY 
11:30AM

P. Watson
S. Fragassi
G. Galano
C. Karl
R. Terraza
R. Cuasay

Manny Bautista
Sheila Tinetti

B. Moreno
D. Moseley

Fr. Chris
Dn. Bob

SUNDAY 
5:00PM

B. Marchioni
J. Plamoottil
K. Deniz
M. Deniz
C. Johnson
OPEN

Bruce Marchioni
Teen or Lector 1

K. Deniz
T. Marloww

Fr. John
Dn. Ivan

G. Johnson
T. Kamps
W. Kati
K. Lowe
T. Lowe

T. Burns
K. Kouba
E. Kurien
M. Pieper
C. Wicinski

K. Belk
J. Farber
E. Martinez
N. Martinez
G. Pratscher

M. Fernandes
L. Griesser
T. Mozny
JJ Plamoottil
M. Urquhart

M. Gaytan
L. Holland
T. Marchioni
T. Robb
A. Wattelet

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
SATURDAY,  JANUARY 10, 2026
HOSPITALITY WEEKEND
8:30AM VISITATION - MAIKRANZ 
9:30AM FUNERAL - MAIKRANZ
9:30AM CIRCLE OF WOMEN
11:00AM RECONCILIATION 
1:00PM BAPTISM - NELSON (BONG)
5:00PM MASS
	
SUNDAY, JANUARY 11, 2026
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM OCIA
9:00AM FF | SUN K-6
9:30AM MASS 
11:30AM MASS
3:30PM CF 1-2-HS & SCU2
4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL
5:00PM MASS
6:00PM LIFETEEN NIGHT: LIFENIGHT

MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026
7:30AM MASS	

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2026
7:30AM MASS	
8:00AM HOLY HOUR
2:00PM FAITH SHARING
5:00PM CHILDREN’S CHOIR REHEARSAL
6:30PM SPRED
7:00PM FIREPLACE TALKS

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 14, 2026
7:30AM MASS	
6:00PM PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
SAFETY CLASS(ALL STUDENTS K-HS)
7:00PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL

THURSDAY, JANUARY 15, 2026
7:30AM MASS	
8:00AM HOLY HOUR

FRIDAY, JANUARY 16, 2026
7:30AM MASS

SATURDAY,  JANUARY 17, 2026
11:00AM RECONCILIATION
5:00PM MASS
	
SUNDAY, JANUARY 18, 2026
7:30AM MASS
9:00AM OCIA
9:30AM MASS 
11:30AM MASS
1:00PM STO NINO - NOVENA
2:00PM STO NINO - MASS
3:30PM STO NINO - CELEBRATION
4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL
5:00PM MASS
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RENEWAL WORKSHOPS

Making Space: Welcoming 
everyone for Ash Wednesday
Tuesday, January 13   |   12 – 2 p.m. and 7 – 9 p.m.   |   Online
Small groups during Lent offer an incredible opportunity to increase 
engagement and invite your community into intentional discipleship. 
Explore the basic elements needed to turn a typical small group into 
a transformative experience of encounter with Jesus.

For more information and to register, 
visit renewmychurch.org/renewal-workshops or scan the QR code.

When:   Saturday, January 31, 2026
Where:   St. Theresa Parish, 455 N. Benton St., Palatine, IL 60067
Time: Check in at 8:30 a.m.  |  Training 9 – Noon 
Register at:  forms.office.com/r/HLx59MtwEc

A follow up session will take place in your parish that will include any  
particular practices for your parish.

This training meets the archdiocesan requirements for mandation and remandation.
Questions? Contact Marie Paul at mariep@sttheresachurch.org.

Vicariate I Ministry Commission

Formation and Training for  
NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS
Presenter: Fr. Robert Ryan
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Questions?  Please call or email:  
Mary Ross 847.912.0033   mary_ross@comcast.net 

St. Paul the Apostle Church - Lower Level 
Register by 1/20 @  saintpaultheapostle.church;  

Select Single Senior Social Club;  Chili Cook Off 

SINGLE SENIORS SOCIAL CLUB 
55+ Active Singles - A new way to meet friends or partners! 

Spice Up Your Life with 
the Single Seniors Social 
Club Chili Cook-off! 

Bring your best pot of 
chili or just come hun-
gry and ready to vote.  

Good food, good 
company, and a little 
friendly competition! 

Friday, January 23rd 
@ 6:00pm 

$20 pp unless you 
enter a chili 

A Big Thank You from Brian and Deacon Mike
Who Need A Little More Help! 

          Many thanks to the amazing volunteers who transported all our parish Christ-
mas decorations to the church and/or who helped to decorate the church.  As you have 

seen, their work was amazing!  St. Paul’s looked beautiful for Christmas, New Year’s 
Day and the entire Christmas Season.

    Sadly, all good things come to an end!  Our decorating lead Brian Kiblilewski and 
Deacon Mike need help once again -this time, to take down those beautiful trees and 

deocrations. This work will also take just a few hours.  If you can help, please join Brian 
and Mike on Saturday, January 17, at 9:00 A.M. in the church.  We can’t begin to tell 

you how much your help will be appreciated!  Remember, the more the merrier!  
AND, the more the easier!
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(PRACTICING) CATHOLIC – (PRACTICING) CATHOLIC – 
BENEATH THE SURFACEBENEATH THE SURFACE

WHEN JESUS
WADES IN

Usually, when God comes to us, we aren’t Usually, when God comes to us, we aren’t 
ready.ready.

We think we are. Like John the Baptist, we We think we are. Like John the Baptist, we 
stand in our waters of baptism, certain of our stand in our waters of baptism, certain of our 

mission. We know how it’s going to go. We mission. We know how it’s going to go. We 
know what’s going to be asked of us. We’re know what’s going to be asked of us. We’re 

sure of it.sure of it.

Christ wades into the waters. And he screws Christ wades into the waters. And he screws 
up all our plans.up all our plans.

To be clear, I don’t think John the Baptist To be clear, I don’t think John the Baptist 
lacks faith when he balks at the idea of lacks faith when he balks at the idea of 
baptizing Jesus. I think it is, in fact, a baptizing Jesus. I think it is, in fact, a 

testament to his humility. But whatever testament to his humility. But whatever 
motivated John’s actions, he is — if even for motivated John’s actions, he is — if even for 
a brief moment — hesitating to do the will a brief moment — hesitating to do the will 
of God. Just a few chapters after this in the of God. Just a few chapters after this in the 
Gospel of Matthew, Jesus will acknowledge Gospel of Matthew, Jesus will acknowledge 

that John is the greatest person “born of that John is the greatest person “born of 
women” — with the caveat that even he is not women” — with the caveat that even he is not 
perfect enough for the Kingdom of Heaven.perfect enough for the Kingdom of Heaven.

Not yet.Not yet.

Jesus didn’t give John an explanation as the Jesus didn’t give John an explanation as the 
two stood in the River Jordan. He merely two stood in the River Jordan. He merely 
said, “Allow it for now.” John could have said, “Allow it for now.” John could have 

resisted further, demanding to understand resisted further, demanding to understand 
why. He could have grown suspicious at the why. He could have grown suspicious at the 

simplicity of Jesus’ answer, at the strangeness simplicity of Jesus’ answer, at the strangeness 
of this request. He could have clung of this request. He could have clung 

desperately to his version of How Things desperately to his version of How Things 
Are Supposed To Be, and in doing so, Are Supposed To Be, and in doing so, 

fostered doubt in his heart. He could have fostered doubt in his heart. He could have 
even stormed off, confused and angry.even stormed off, confused and angry.

He did none of these things, because John is, He did none of these things, because John is, 
as Jesus says, the greatest born of women.as Jesus says, the greatest born of women.

When the Holy Spirit descends and the When the Holy Spirit descends and the 
voice of God declares, “This is my beloved voice of God declares, “This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well pleased,” he is Son, with whom I am well pleased,” he is 

referring, of course, to Jesus. But I think He referring, of course, to Jesus. But I think He 
would say the same of John the Baptist — would say the same of John the Baptist — 

and of all those who welcome Jesus into the and of all those who welcome Jesus into the 
waters, ready to do as he bids.waters, ready to do as he bids.

— Colleen Jurkiewicz Dorman
  ©LPi

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF  
CATHOLIC WOMEN 

ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO 

 

GOLDEN ROSE AWARD 
This event honors high school girls who  
are extraordinary examples of faith in action. 
 
 

St. Paul the Apostle is looking for our 2026 candidate. 
Please let me know if you would like to read the criteria  
to be our Golden Rose. This terrific breakfast event is 
Saturday, February 7, 2026, at Chevy Chase Golf Club. 
Contact: jlatz@spa.church 
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CATHOLIC TRIVIA CATHOLIC TRIVIA 
– – 

JUST FOR FUN!JUST FOR FUN!

Question:
What feast is 

celebrated 40 days 
after Christmas in 
Catholic tradition?

Answer: 
The Feast of the 

Presentation 
(Candlemas)



JANUARY 11, 2026 | 13

COUNSELING:
Holbrook Center: 312-655-7725

SUICIDE PREVENTION
Emergency: 911

   988

FOOD PANTRIES:
Avon Township: 847-546-1446
Holy Family: 847-782-4166
Saint Anastasia: 847-623-2112
Warren Township: 847-244-1101

DOMESTIC ABUSE 
A Safe Place Hotline: 847-249-
4450
Sexual Abuse: 847-872-7799

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:
Aid for Women: 847-249-2700

POST-ABORTION
EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:
Project Rachel: 800-SWE-CARE

EMERGENCY SHELTER:
PADS: 847-689-4357
Catholic Charities: 847-782-4000

EMERGENCY AND TRANSITIONAL 
ASSISTANCE, FISCAL SUPPORT, HELP 

WITH LOCATING AVAILABLE 
RESOURCES AND OTHER SERVICES 

AIMED AT ADDRESSING ALL ISSUES A 
PERSON OR FAMILY MAY BE 

FACING WITH THE INTENT OF 
SUPPORTING SUSTAINED

POSITIVE CHANGE.

847-347-0832

Crisis Support Resources
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847-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD

GURNEE, IL 60031

PARISH OFFICE
CATHERINE KARL | OFFICE MANAGER
i n fo @ s p a .c h u r c h

BUSINESS OFFICE
JOE PERRY | BUSINESS MANAGER
jperry@spa.church

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS
TAMMY OBERSTAR | ADMIN ASSISTANT
toberstar@s p a .c h u r c h

MARY JO URQUHART | ADMIN ASSISTANT
murquhart@s p a .c h u r c h

AMY RUSSELL | K-6 CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR 
arussell@s p a .c h u r c h

CASSIE BERTKE | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
cbertke@s p a .c h u r c h

TOM WATTELET | YOUTH & ADULT MINISTER
twattelet@s p a .c h u r c h

MUSIC LITURGY
RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
rpeck@s p a .c h u r c h

JULIE JESTER | DIRECTOR OF LITURGY AND MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
j jester@s p a .c h u r c h

CLERGY
FR. CHRIS CIASTOŃ | PASTOR
f r c h r i s @ s p a .c h u r c h

FR. MARTIN SZCZYPULA | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
f r m a r t i n @ s p a .c h u r c h

FR. JOE CURTIS | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
f r j o e @ s p a .c h u r c h

FR. JOHN GUTHRIE | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
j g u t h r i e @ u s m l . e d u

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
m p e n i c h @ s p a .c h u r c h

DEACON IVAN SIAP
i s i a p @ s p a .c h u r c h

DEACON BOB BIRCK
b b i r c k@ s p a .c h u r c h

DEACON ROD REYES
r r eye s @ s p a .c h u r c h

DEACON ANDY BAKER
a b a ke r @ s p a .c h u r c h

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
b b e r t ke @ s p a .c h u r c h

ANCILLARY STAFF
CESAR VICARIO | FACILITIES MANAGER
cvicario@s p a .c h u r c h

JERRY SIMPSON | LITURGICAL PROJECTIONS COORDINATOR
js impson@s p a .c h u r c h

KERI SEKANY | BULLETIN EDITOR
b u l l e t i n @ s p a .c h u r c h

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 9:00AM - 5:00PM
FRIDAY HOURS: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

PARISH OFFICE

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM 
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY
FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

BUSINESS OFFICE

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM 
FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-816-8677

FAITH FORMATION 
OFFICE

SATURDAY EVENING: 
5:00PM

SUNDAY: 
7:30 | 9:30 | 11:30AM | 5:00PM 

WEEKDAY MASS:
MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
7:30AM

MASS SCHEDULE

TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

ADORATION

SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED 
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

RECONCILIATION
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Barbara J. Swanson 

Attorney at Law 

4473 Old Grand Avenue 

 Gurnee, IL 60031 

(847) 244-8545
Lifelong Gurnee Resident 

 

• Wills and Trusts • Real Estate  

• General Practice 

Evening & Weekend Hours Available 

 

bswanson@bswansonlaw.com

Three Generations Since 1947

• Traditional Funerals • Cremations  
• Pre-Arrangements

 

Brian & Mark McMurrough  

101 Park Place, Libertyville 

847-362-2626  
www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

Assisted Living By Theresa 

                                    ~ In Gurnee

847-525-2816 

CALL TO SCHEDULE A TOUR!

6455 Cunningham 

Gurnee

Caring for your loved  

one in a loving 

 and compassionate manner 

 is our main priority. 

Providing a pleasant, secure  

and welcoming environment 

 for our residents to enjoy.

See What You’ve Been Missing

Dr. Charlotte  
F. Nielsen 

- Parishioner -

1120 Washington Street 

Grayslake, IL 60030 

(Across from CLC)

(847) 223-2000      www.VisionCareGrayslake.com

Specializing in installation, maintenance, 
and repair of heating and cooling equipment. 

847-234-4494

$50 OFF OF SERVICE CALL  

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™
4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 

4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570

/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Jeff Hansen

 
jhansen@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2683

Palliative and Hospice
Home Healthcare Services

847-549-0588

151 W. Golf Rd.
Libertyville, IL

www.integratedhomehospice.com

We provide In-patient,

hospice and home healthcare

Waukegan, Gurnee, and Surrounding Areas:

Diagnosed with Cancer?
You may qualify for compensation for 

exposure to Ethylene Oxide.

Contact Werich Law Group for a free consultation.

www.etoexposurehelp.com
info@etoexposurehelp.com

(630) 526-7760
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506 Hunt Club Rd.  

Gurnee, IL 60031 

(847) 855-1380

WADSWORTH  

ELECTRIC COMPANY

Family Owned & Operated

Quality you can count on 
Free Quotes:  

847-508-8836

whymonster.com          847-595-1954
25 Year St. Paul Parishioner	                                10%  St. Paul Discount

Call for a free estimate!

Bill Juenger - Owner
Commercial & Residential

• 24-Hour Emergency Service 

• Complete Tree Removal 

• Tree & Shrub Pruning 

• Plant Healthcare 

• Lot & Land Clearing 

• Stump Grinding

Marsh 

Funeral  

Home
Cremation Pre-Arrangements

847-336-0127

www.marshfuneralhome.com • 305 N. Cemetery Road • Gurnee 

Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Full Service Plumber 
 You Can Trust! 

FREE Estimates         (847) 672-9928

Lake County, IL

THE ANIMAL

HOSPITAL OF GURNEE, P.C.

John R. Hanover, DVM

John J. Hanover, DVM

Zoya Malitsky, DVM

847-360-1630
38028 N. Dilleys Rd., Wadsworth

Dog • Cat • Horse

Boarding & Grooming

Beautiful 55+ Active Community
Located in Southwestern Florida

• 18 Hole Executive Golf Course 

• Tennis & Pickle Ball Courts 

• Two Clubhouses for Social Activities 

• Exercise Room, BBQ Area, Nature Trails 

• 2 Large Heated Swimming Pools & Spas

Ron, Owner/Parishioner 

New & Pre-Owned Homes | www.arcadiavillage.com

Lakeview and Golf Course View Homes Available

Call or email for more information! 

Sales@arcadiavillage.com • 1-800-538-2590

*Close to the Coast  2692 NE Hwy. 70 |Arcadia, FL 34266

Christian J. Crawford O.D.

Annika C Crawford O.D.

OVERWHELMED? 

LIFE...     WORK...     SCHOOL...

let our therapists help you reach your goals,  

build healthy relationships, reduce stress,  

and find personal growth

contact one of our counselors today

847-748-2019 

info@comfortablecounseling.com 

111 Barclay Boulevard, Suite 180 

Lincolnshire, IL 60069 

www.comfortablecounseling.com

Woody’s Tree Service
Professional Tree Trimming

Removals ● Stump Grinding • Firewood
FULLY INSURED

ASK FOR MARK   847-362-5545
PO Box 91 Libertyville, IL 60048

woodys@woodystreeservice.comcastbiz.net
woodystreeserviceonline.com

5101 Washington Street, Gurnee
(872) 337-8466

www.destino-ristorante.com

	  Companionship	  Personal Care

	  Meal Preparation	  Medication Reminders

	  Light Housekeeping	  Safety Supervision

	  Transportation	  Family Respite Care

Patricia “PJ” Arthurs  847-616-8007
comforcare.com/Illinois/lake-county

Windows • Doors

Garage Doors • Kitchens

Baths • Basements & more...

630 742-0951 • Darek Dzidowski • Gurnee, IL

Fully Insured & Bonded - Free Estimates • Reasonable Rates




