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Dear SPA Family,

We Christians look forward to Christmas and the
Vigil of the Holy Night, while at the same time we
know that this Night has existed for a long time. It
was the Night during which the history of the world
changed fundamentally. But as is often the case with
us, we need time to understand the significance of
this event. It is worth asking: who are we waiting for
during Advent? Or maybe we don’t want to wait, and
we could celebrate Christmas almost immediately? S22 8
Whoever wants to answer this question must make
the conversion to which John the Baptist calls us this §
weekend.

-

At the center of the second Sunday of Advent is the =
figure of St. John the Baptist and his teaching about the ' ‘
Savior. John the Baptist teaches us about the necessity of conversion (metanoia). People need conversion
because the kingdom of heaven is near. Conversion must begin with a change of mind. Metanoia means
a change in thinking, the way of evaluating and experiencing reality. Conversion creates an opportunity
to liberate oneself f%om one’s patterns of thinking, perceiving, and acting, to change the perspective of
experiencing oneself and others, to discover new life possibilities, to rebuild one’s way of interacting
with the world, with other people, with God.

Conversion is making straight paths for the Lord, as John the Baptist says. It is nothing else than to return
in our lives to that moment when we followed the straight path in our discernment of reality, in our
moral choices, in our words that were evangelical yes, yes; no, no (Matthew 5:37).

Conversion is a specific process of purifying one’s life from illusions, appearances, and hypocrisy. As
Bishop Fulton Sheen said, “To be a sinner is our misfortune, but to be aware of it is our hope”. John the
Baptist, calling for conversion, evokes the image of threshing, which consisted first of threshing with
flails of grain thrown on the threshing floor. Then they were thrown up with a shovel called a fan, as a
result of which the grain fell to the ground, and the light chaff was blown away by the wind. Conversion
is supposed to lead to a seed of truth about who we are, what we want, what we feel, how we think, and
how it can fall into the soil of our lives.

After all, conversion is cutting yourself off from what doesn’t bear fruit in your life. John the Baptist
announces an imminent judgment that is supposed to motivate conversion: The ax is already laid to
the root of the trees. So every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire
(Matthew 3:10). The process of conversion, sticking to the gardening metaphor, is carried out through a
kind of ‘pruning’ of our lives, by cutting off those shoots of our thinking and actions that bear bad fruit.

John the Baptist teaches not only about conversion, but also about the coming of the Savior. John,
therefore, does not teach about himself, but announces the Messiah. He is the one who precedes the
Messiah. It’s a very beautiful picture for us. We also precede the Lord. We go before Him so that through
us He can reach people. From time to time in history, careful witnesses of the times have pointed out
that the Church is harmed not by her adversaries, but by ‘lukewarm’ Christians. We should relate to
people in such a way as to awaken their longing, so that they wait ‘for the Other’ - for the One who will
satisfy their deepest longings. Advent is a time to rediscover the presence of Christ among us.

Have a blessed Advent Season,
Fr. Chris C.

To read Mary Penich's Something to Think About...
please visit our website, click "Media" on the homepage, then click "Mary's Reflection”
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

W This week we hear that John the Baptist is out in the wilderness eating “locusts and wild

honey” (Mark 1:0). It’s not just a strange historical detail. It’s a symbolic expression of a
 healthy spiritual diet. The path to Christ includes both the hard and the beautiful, the
4 gritty and the sweet. We have to learn to gulp the locusts and savor the honey.

I remember working with a goung couple preparing for marriage. They were sincere, but
raw — barely beg%)nning to discover faith. Part of me wanted to rush them ahead, to fill
in all the gaps, to bombard them with scripture and church documents. 1 swallowed that
= instinct. It was like eating locusts.

™ But | also recall them light up as they spoke about each other, about their first child, then
their second. And they wanted to be close to God. Something innocent and beautiful was
unfolding. That was the honey. | knew God was asking me to savor it.

This Advent, maybe we're each being invited to accept both locusts and honey. Maybe it’s time to stop avoiding
the difficult parts of faith — prayer that feels dry, the call to repentance, the patience with the troublesome. It's
time to eat some locusts.

But we also need to notice the small gifts God gives us: a peaceful moment, a good conversation, the joy of serving
someone else, new life, good intentions of our friends. That’s the honey. Savor it!

John didn’t avoid either. He took it all in. And so can we. What are your locusts? Your honey? If we let God feed us
with both, we'll be ready — really ready — for the coming of Christ.

— Father John Muir ovr:

MASS HYMNS

Opening Song.' Splrlt & Song #144 Come to Us by Greg and Mary Walton
At Sunday 5:00pm: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (VENI VENI EMMANUEL); arranged by Josh

Blakesley and Rich Grillone
Responsonal Psalm: Justice Shall Flourish by pi Anderson
Gospel Acclamation: MASS OF SAINT MARY MAGDALENE by sarah Hart

Pr epar: ation Song.' Be the nght by Ed Bolduc and Jack Busche
At Sunday 5:00pm: Spirit & Song #142 Ready the Way uy curtis stephan

Eucharistic Acclamations: MASS OF COMFORT AND JOY by Kevin Keil | Advent Lamb of God by Kevin Keil
AtS unday 500pm MASS OF RESTORATION by Josh Blakesley and Grae McCullough

Communion Songs.' Come, Lord Jesus (Even So Come) by Chris Tomlin, Jess Cates, and Jason Ingram
At Sunday 5.00pm: Creator of the Stars of Night (CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM); arranged by Josh

Blakesley

CIOSing Song.' Splrlt & Song #140 Emmanuel by Steve Angrisano
At Sunday 5:00pm: Awake to the Day by ed Bolduc and John Barker
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READING |

On that day, a shoot shall sprout from the stump of Jesse,
and from his roots a bud shall blossom.

The spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him:

a spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

a spirit of counsel and of strength,

a spirit of knowledge and of fear of the LORD,

and his delight shall be the fear of the LORD.

Not by appearance shall he judge,

nor by hearsay shall he decide,

but he shall judge the poor with justice,

and decide aright for the land’s afflicted.

He shall strike the ruthless with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the wicked.
Justice shall be the band around his waist,

and faithfulness a belt upon his hips.

Then the wolf shall be a guest of the lamb,

and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,;

the calf and the young lion shall browse together,
with a little child to guide them.

The cow and the bear shall be neighbors,

together their young shall rest;

the lion shall eat hay like the ox.

The baby shall play by the cobra’s den,

and the child lay his hand on the adder’s lair.

There shall be no harm or ruin on all my holy mountain;
for the earth shall be filled with knowledge of the LORD,
as water covers the sea.

On that day, the root of Jesse,

set up as a signal for the nations,

the Gentiles shall seek out,

for his dwelling shall be glorious.

ISAIAH 11:1-10

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
PSALM 72:1-2, 7-8,12-13, 17

Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of peace for
ever.

READING I

Brothers and sisters:

Whatever was written previously was written for our
instruction,

that by endurance and by the encouragement of the
Scriptures

we might have hope.

May the God of endurance and encouragement

grant you to think in harmony with one another,

in keeping with Christ Jesus,

that with one accord you may with one voice

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

ROMANS 15:4-9

Welcome one another, then, as Christ welcomed you,

for the glory of God.

For 1 say that Christ became a minister of the circumcised
to show God’s truthfulness,

to confirm the promises to the patriarchs,

but so that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy.
As it is written:

Therefore, 1 will praise you among the Gentiles

and sing praises to your name.
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 3:1-12

John the Baptist appeared, preaching in the desert of Judea
and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand!”
It was of him that the prophet Isaiah had spoken when he
said:

A voice of one crying out in the desert,

Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.

John wore clothing made of camel’s hair

and had a leather belt around his waist.

His food was locusts and wild honey.

At that time Jerusalem, all Judea,

and the whole region around the Jordan

were going out to him

and were being baptized by him in the Jordan River

as they acknowledged their sins.

When he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees
coming to his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers!
Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath?
Produce good fruit as evidence of your repentance.

And do not presume to say to yourselves,

‘We have Abraham as our father.

For I tell you,

God can raise up children to Abraham from these stones.
Even now the ax lies at the root of the trees.

Therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit

will be cut down and thrown into the fire.

I am baptizing you with water, for repentance,

but the one who is coming after me is mightier than I.

1 am not worthy to carry his sandals.

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fan is in his hand.

He will clear his threshing floor

and gather his wheat into his barn,

but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Lﬁ

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981,
1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this
work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium,
including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.



GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayet;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father.

Amen.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God,

the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

Sunday: 1s 11:1-10/Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 12-13, 17 (see 7)/Rom
15:4-9/Mt 3:1-12

Monday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4/Eph 1:3-6,
11-12/Lk 1:26-38

{gﬁadaél: Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13/Mt

Wednesday: 1s 40:25-31/Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10/Mt
11:28-30

Thursdgy: Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab/Mt
11:11-1

Friday: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab/Jdt
13:18bcde, 19/1Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47

Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-
19/Mt 17:9a, 10-13

Monday: Psalm 98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4
(Siin to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous
eeds.

Tuesday: Psalm 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13
e Lord our God comes with power.

Wednesday: Psalm 103:1-2, 3-4, 8 and 10
O bless the Lord, my soul!

Thursda({/:Psalm 145:1 and 9, 10-I11, 12-13ab
The Lord is gracious and merciful; slow to anger, and of
great kindness.

Friday: Judith 13:18bcde, 19
You are the highest honor of our race.

Saturday: Psalm 8o:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19

Lord, make us turn to you; et us see your face and we
shall be saved.

Sunday: 2nd Sunday of Advent

Monday: The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary

Tuesday: St. Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin
Wednesday: Our Lady of Loreto
Thursday: St. Damasus I, Pope

Friday: Our Lady of Guadalupe
Saturday: St. Lucy, Virgin and Martyr
Next Sunday: 3rd Sunday of Advent
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MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025 . . .
5:00pm:  Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Maria Dominguez | Michael
Plutkis | Scott Kohler | Gerena O. Monis | Bill Vasilius | Nancy Martin
Rebecca Sanchez | John Carter Bennett

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

7:30am: Michael Kinahan | Dolors & Kevin Killian

9:30am: Oscar Morien | Robert Chester Buttrey | Shawn Sweeney
Ron Paiser | Antoni Mroz | Helena Czyzewski | Consolacion Canlas
| Kinga Szymoniak _ .
11:30am: ~ Joseph & Yolanda Leah% | Harriet Sutton | Celia J.
Auguste | Kristin Yee Reyes | Hector B. Brual, Jr. | Ronald Fessler
Rosita M. Nazareno | Maria & Carlos Alcala

5:00pm: Rizalina Macavinta

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025
7:30am: Gerena O. Monis
7:00pm: Gerena O. Monis

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2025
7:30am: Mercy Dizon | Scott Kohler

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025
7:30am: Anne Adolphe | Honesto & Consolacion Garibay

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025
7:30am: Charles Smith, Jr.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025
7:30am: Lucy Herrmann | Betty Falotico | Kathleen Seidler

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025

5:00pm: Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Walter & Emily Macrowski

gjerena O. Monis | Bill Vasilius | John Carter Bennett | Adrian
romin

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025

7:30am: Loreto Gaspar, Jr. . . .
9:30am: Oscar Morien | Honesto & Consolacion Garibay | Kinga
Szymoniak

11:30am: Chuck Gresser | Celia J. Auguste | Hector B. Brual, Jr.
Adrian Aromin

5:00pm: Kathleen Russell | Harriet Sutton

DONATIONS SUMMARY

Week of November 24, 2025
Sunday- $23,709

Sharing- $555

SVdpP- %2,242

Holiday Dinners - $1,329
Campaign for Human Development- $783

Online Sunday- $14,936
Online Sharing- $555
Online SVdP- %3,285

Month to Date - November

Sunday- $77323

Online Sunday- $32,637

Sharing- $2,058

Online Sharing- $1,919

SVdP- $7,560

Online SVdP- $6,352

Holiday Dinners - $4,742

World Mission Sunday- $523

Campaign for Human Development- $978
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SCAN TO DONATE

PRAY FOR THE SICK

Rosa LaBellarte
Rachel Ciullo
Patricia Freeman

Toni Lynn Mengarelli

Shannon Bremmer
April Grandgeorge
Alma De Torres
Stephanie Rappe
Vicki Shafer
Ruth Blood
Maria Delannoy
Tom Asma
Karla Arce
Jeanne Sypien
Glenn Garamoni
Daniel Schmelz

Rod Reyes
Betty Falotico
Keith Kellogg
Lisa Mischke
David Zilligen
Eduardo Perez
Maria Domitila Zam-
brano de Polanco
Rafael Gloria
Collen Wishall
Silvia Pinedo
Consuelo Vargas
Juan Miguel Currea
Gloria de Cardenas
Helena Sznicer
George Lawrence

Russell Yanow Michael Miller
Victoria Sofia Cynthia D. Caudell
Luquez Mogollon Daniel Pawlak 111
Kinga Szymoniak Glafira Bunsen
Chris Lucy Jackie Herrera-Giron
Donna O'Brien Gino LaBellarte
Norilyn Querubin Dianne Scirri
Rey Querubin Pat Wilson
Obdulia Elizalde Kimmy Cozart
Jovita Menes Mark Wilson
Reginald Dulaca Pat Gundrum
Melody Cook Mary Thachil
Brian Smolicek Daniela Gaborik
Roberto Movilla Amy Patterson
Shani Stahnke Melissa Fernandes
Abby Swygard Emily Meryer
Please know that we q_rlay for all of the
sick at _every Mass. However, if you
would like your name or that of a sick
loved one to be included in the list

above,

lease email or call

Catherine in the Parish Office:
info@spa.church or 847-918-0600

-
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In loving memory of our recently
deceased parishioners. May God's
perpetual light shine upon them.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025

11:00AM RECONCILIATION

1:30PM FIRST SATURDAY PRAYER

GROUP
5:00PM MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2025

7:30AM MASS
9:00AM OCIA

9:00AM FF | SUN K-6

9:30AM MASS

11:30AM MASS

3:30PM CF 1-2-HS & SCU2

4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL

5:00PM MASS

6:00PM LIFETEEN NIGHT: LIFENIGHT

MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2024

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 2024 4:00PM WEDDING REHEARSAL -
7:30AM MASS DICKMAN/FLORES

8:00AM HOLY HOUR

5:00PM CHILDREN'S CHOIR REHEARSAL ~ SATURDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2025
6:30PM HANDBELL ENSEMBLE HOSPITALITY WEEKEND
REHEARSAL 9:30AM CIRCLE OF WOMEN
7:00PM CURIOUS CATHOLIC - DN.BOB  11:00AM RECONCILIATION

1:00PM WEDDING - DICKMAN/FLORES

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2025 5:00PM MASS
7:30AM MASS
11:00AM SENIOR LUNCHEON SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025
7:00PM LIFETEEN CORE TEAM MTG 7:30AM MASS
7:00PM ADULT CHOIR REHEARSAL 9:00AM OCIA

9:00AM FF | SUN K-6
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2025 9:30AM MASS
7:30AM MASS 11:30AM MASS
8:00AM HOLY HOUR 1:00PM BAPTISM - MARTINEZ
7:00PM 1ST RECONCILIATION/1ST 1:00PM COOKIES WITH SANTA

7:30AM MASS COMMUNION PARENT MEETING 3:30PM CF 1-2-HS & SCU2
7:00PM FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE 7:00PM K OF C MEMBERS MEETING 4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL
CONCEPTION MASS 5:00PM MASS
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 6:00PM LIFETEEN NIGHT: LIFENIGHT
7:30AM MASS
USHERS LECTORS COMMUNION MINISTERS [ GREETERS PRESIDER
SATURDAY | A. Rusnak Warren Kati Drexler, Eric ~ Herchenbach, | D. Wells Fr. John
5:00PM T. Rusnak Bill Murphy Fening, Patty = Dan P. Fening Dn. Ivan
' g 1]\23?;}?; Hauck, Janet ~ Wells, Dawn
SUNDAY | T. Shurtleff Sharon Brabson |Calendo, Karen Rafael- K. Sekany Fr. Martin
7:30AM R. Dizon Doug Nieman |Janik, Margaret Azcueta, Teo | R. Sekany Dn. Bob
' ]Tgtg{fc . Nelsen, Eric  Wicinski,
S. Bilas Carol
P. Rothacker
B. Kibitlewski | Mike Kana Belk, Karen Ignacio, J. Fossier Fr. Chris
SUNDAY
0:30AM é llging h Nancy Tayborn [Estorque- Arnold C. Fossier Dn. Brent
' GRS 1Te Deligero, Sherryl Ignacio, Riza
E'Ds/l(él;fg?reelrlli Griesser, Lisa
T. Mengarelli
SUNDAY | P. Watson Danny Castro ~ |Auguste, Hilo, D. Moseley Fr. Martin
11:30AM | & Raines Melissa Romie Maribeth | W. Manila Dn. Andy
' R Cigsay Fernandes Colcol, Emery  Tebbetts, Sue
SUNDAY | B- Marchioni Cathy Roberts  |Crow, Robb, Tom TEEN Fr. Chris
5:00PM ]C] l;la}rlnoottil Teenor Lector1  |Christine Roberts, Jason | TEEN Dn. Bob
- .Johnson
M. Deniz Holla'nd,
K. Deniz Lorraine
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Cookies with Santa!
Sunday, Dec. 14th, 1-3 pm CURIOUS CATHOLIC

Downstairs gathering space L;Tﬁx PRESENTS

Deacon Bob Birck

$5 per child
Reservations 12.9.25 @ 7:00pm
. St. Juan Diego and the Message
| Requlred of Our Lady of Guadalupe
| Sign up online
Scan here to reserve All adults are invited to Curious Catholic

this Tuesday at 7:00PM in the
Gathering Space. Our speaker will be
Deacon Bob, who will share the
miraculous story of the apparition of
Our Lady of Guadelupe, whose feast
we'll celebrate on December 12, to a
humble, faithful man named Juan Diego,
whose feast we celebrate that day,
December 9.

Scan above or fill out this form, deposit it in the collection box with your payment.

Last Name:

First Names of Children:

Total enclosed: $

A\
f

SPRED.Candyiand

NuBSale
ONIEW EERE \‘iU\? ONIRY
Dec®l D=

For one weekend only, the SPRED (Special Rellglous Development)
program will hold its holiday candy and nut Sale after all masses
Dec. 13 and Dec. 14 to support the faith formation program for persons
with intellectual and developmental disabilities.
High-quality chocolates, cashews, and mixed nuts in decorative boxes
will make a perfect holiday gift for families, friends, and teachers.
With your generosity, St. Paul will continue to enrich the lives of
special needs children and adults by helping them grow in their faith.

Thank you in advance for your generosity.
N\ J
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CATHOLIC CHARITIES CHRISTMAS GIFT PROGRAM

The Catholic Charities Christmas Gift Program tags are in the gathering space during
weekends in November until they are all gone. New generic toy/clothes or gift cards are also
appreciated to fulfill requests.

For those new to the parish and/or this program, one selects a tag and purchases a NEW
gift(s) for the person. Wrap the gift(s) and attach the tag securely with the name and CSP#
showing, orjwrite the name and CSP# on each gift (in case they get separated). Gifts are due
bacK at'thé church during Gift Weekend Dec 6/7™ and NO LATER than I2pm Sunday.

Immedlately after the 11:30 mass on Dec 7th, we need help sorting all of the gifts by family,
bagging them and loading them on to trucks. (Thank you Bekins Lake County movers for
donating the trucks and drivers again this year?)

L
Oon Monday-l’i’lednesday, Dec 8-10, we need volunteers to help check all of the bags at the
warehouse See us for details on signing up with Catholic Charities volunteer website.

For more information or questions, see Nancy Payonk or Carol Zimmer
after all the masses or contact us. Nancy Payonk (847-309-8230),
napayonka@comcast.net or Carol Zimmer (847-732-6126),
zimmerca@outlook.com.

/ .
A Saint Paul SENIOR LUNCHEON W )
q W the Apostle . b7 LT

7 WEDNESDRY, DECEMBER 10, 2025
(1AM-1:30 P

RSVP BY SUNDAY DECEMBER 7TH

MURQUHART @ SPA.GHURCH OR CALL 84/-816-8677
(PLEASE RSVP WITH NAME AND PHONE NUMBER)

Bring a New/Wrapped $10-$15
Umgex ift for Chl?fg’rmcs Game
(Optional)
&3’
Lunch Entertainment by Aé%%?%%?e?\%ﬂl
Brass Band Quartet onations y,
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j  * T DN. MIKE NEEDS "%
'« AUTTILEHELP!

Christmas is just around the corner and
it's time to think about decorating the
church. This is a big job that requires the
help of a few men and women with a
little muscle and big hearts. Don't worry!
Our camels aren't as large as the one
Deacon Mike found!

If you can help, please meet us
on Saturday, December 20, at
9:00 AM, in the church. You :
can let us know you're coming | -
by leaving your name with
Catherine at the Parish House

at 847-918-0600, or you can
just show up. That day, we'll

set up the Christmas Trees in
the sanctuary. Remember, the
morg the merrier!

W
4.7

Circle of

We, the Circle of Women, are women rooted in
faith, called to share our faith with one another.
The group meets monthly on Saturday mornings,
from 9:30 to 11:00 A.M. at St. Paul's lower level.
The next meeting is on December 13th.

Each month is a different topic, each session is
separate so consistent attendance is not required.
Come as you are, share with us, or just listen if
that is what you need. Our cornerstones come
from the word saint: safe, accepting, inclusive,
nurturing and trust. Our space is sacred and what
we share at Circle of Women stays at
Circle of Women.

All women are welcome- bring your friends!

Friday, December 19%, @ 7:00em

Admission is FREE!
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NOVENA OF MASSES

Simbang Gabi is a unique Filipino tradition of celebrating nine-day novena of
Marian masses to heighten our preparation for the celebration of the hirth of
our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through Simbang Gabi, the participating parishes of
Vicariate |, deaneries A, B, and C offer the faithful a deepening of spiritual
experience that leads to a more meaningful Christmas season.
Each of the parishes listed below will host one of the evening masses.

The Filipino community of the participating parishes would like to extend a cordial invitation to all parishioners, families, and friends to come and share this cherished Filipino tradition at:

\

2025 SIMBANG GABI Schedule of Participating Northern Lake County Parishes (Vicariate I- A/B/C)

Date (Day) Ti

Parish (Deanay)

Parish Phone

5G Coordinator(s)

Phone

All are welcome!

i 847-219-4574
Dec20 (Sat) |7PM | ST. MARY OF VERNON (C) 236 US Huy 45, Indian Creek, IL 60061 8473521005 |Rev. Ignatius Angele | "iC HWanag
Jocelyn Ko 847-924-3756
Dec 21 (Sun) 5PM | ST. GILBERT (&) 301 E. Belvidere Rd., Grayslake, IL 60030 847-223-4731 |Rev. Mario Stefanowski |Heidi Mez 847-927-2265
7PM | PRINCE OF PEACE (4) 135 8. Mitwaukee Ave, Lake Vila, IL 60045 847-356-7915 |Rev. Gerald Walsh Allan Lacson 757439025
Dec 22 (Mon) \7PM | ST. JOSEPH (4) 114 N. Lincoln Ave., Round Lake, IL 60073 847-546-3610 |Rev. Michael Zoufal Chulita Coloma ~ |224-715-2377
Dec 23 (Tug) |7PM | ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE (B) 6401 Gages Lake Rd, Gurnee, IL 60031 847-918-0600 |Rev. Krzysztof Ciaston |Catherine Karl 847-909-3220
- For further information please contact the parish office or the Simbang Gabi coordinator(s) of that parish -
c,""°16 *
N B a0 ,
§ seclcg w | ¢ ‘Q Maligayang Pasko Sa Inyong Lahat
&> 1) 2 & (Merry Christmas to Everyone)
c)é‘ «CCIMS Pilipino Mass: 5PM, every last Sunday of the
PiLeRN month at Little Flower Parish--St. Dismas church.

ARCHDIOCESAN COUNCIL OF h
CATHOLIC WOMEN
ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

This event honors high school girls who
are extraordinary examples of faith in action.

St. Paul the Apostle is looking for our 2026 candidate.
Please let me know if you would like to read the criteria
to be our Golden Rose. This terrific breakfast event is
Saturday, February 7, 2026, at Chevy Chase Golf Club.
Contact: jlatz@spa.church

G

7

\

R
\ N 4

N7 TREE SALE

Weekends: 8:30am - 7pm
Monday-Friday: 4pm - 7pm
All proceeds support
Knights of Columbus Charities.
Open everyday while supplies last
until December 20.

\LAJA‘ALAJL
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(e will not be offering the Precious Blood from the 1)
Sunday of Advent until Palm Sunday, for health
reasons during cold and flu season, to avoid potential
virus transmission. A Catholic does not have to receive
both the Body and Blood of Christ, as receiving either
one is a full reception of the sacrament. Receiving

only one form is a valid and common practice, and PRAYER FOR
provides the same graces as receiving both; we ADVENT — AN V5 &
receive the entirety of Jesus in the Eucharist. A
PEACE ,/;,gég ol
1. Approach the Priest, Deacon, or Extraordinary .
Minister of Holy Communion. Come, Lor dJe‘*U“
2. The Sacred Host will be lifted and shown to you, Bring your peace to our world.
and the Priest, Deacon, or Communion Minister will R
say. "The Body of Christ” [nspire reconciliation, heal
3. Extend your hands or tongue and say “Amen”. divisions, bind wounds, rewrite
4. Whether you receive on the tongue or the hands -- s ) PN
DO NOT M(%\/E — until the SacredgHost is placed on scripts. You are the Prince of
your tongue or hands. Peace, bring that light into every
5. PLEASE DO NOT step to the side, but consume the
Host immediately in front of the priest, deacon, or

Communion Minister.
6. Then, you can return to your seat.

During_the Communion Procession:

space. Amen.

- If you do not receive communion and want a
blessing, come, cross your hands over your chest to
receive the blessing.

Thank you for your understanding and for enhancing
\\ Catholic beliefs.

s

gimbong Gabi is more than a liturgical
observance—it's a cultural celebration.
In towns across the Philippines, the
tradition is marked by parols (star
lanterns), festive music, and local
delicacies like bibingka and puto
bumbong served after Mass. These
elements reflect the Filipino spirit of
joyful anticipation, hospitality, and
resilience. ' b
The practice also became a tool for evangelization. Missionaries used ’rhe
novena to teach Catholic doctrine while embracing Filipino customs. The

Fes were oﬁl‘jn he}l}d ou’rdolorg fo accofrpmodcé’re large crowds, and the ‘ QueStlon'
munity would gather in celebration atterwar
ere at Saint Paul the Apostle, one way.we pass on our faith to the next What are the names

generation is through our Simbang thn\/mng children to participate in ‘174
the liturgy, music, and traditions that have shaped our identity for centuries. Of the th ree b lb l lcal

This tradition has endured for centuries, becoming a cornerstone of Filipino
2 ; archangels?

identity. Even during colonial restrictions—such as the temporary ban on
native-language hymns in the late 1600s—Filipinos found ways to preserve
and adapt Simbang Gabi.

“More than just a religious observance, Simbang Gabi is a vibrant expressmn
of Philippine cultural ﬂen’roge weaving together faith, community, and
historical legacy.” (Sinaunang Panahon, 2025)

Answer:
Join us for our Simbang Gabi Mass at St. Paul the Aposile on Ga b rle l ’ M lC ha e l ,

December 23rd at 7:00 PM, followed by a reception in the Lower
Level Gathering Space. All are welcome to attend.
Volunteers needed. Contact: Arleen Siap: Cell (224) 688-0479
\§ Email: hedirectesbeglobal.net J

and Raphael.

©LPi
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A name that means “light,” St. Lucy (283 —
304) is the patron saint of those blind or
suffering with eye trouble. Not much is
known about her life, except that she was
determined to remain a virgin and thus
refused marriage. History tells the story of a
frustrated suitor who eventually accused St.
Lucy of being a Christian (at crime at the
time), and she was executed in Syracuse,
Sicily, in the year 304.

Today, we celebrate a number of traditions
that incorporate symbolic meaning of St. Lucy
as the "bearer” of light in the darkness of
winter. This is particularly seen in
Scandinavian countries, with their long dark
winters. There, a young girl dressed in a white
dress and a red sash (as the symbol of
martyrdom) carries palms and wears a crown
or wreath of candles on her head. In
Denmark, Norway and Sweden, girls dressed
as Lucy carry rolls and cookies in procession
as songs are sung.

Lpi

F aiara
YYY
ElderCARE

Anticipating Thanksgiving, we at ElderCARE with all of our
older adults that we serve, thank St. Paul the Apostle for your support. Our
volunteers now serve over 900 older adults with medical transportation,

shopping, food pantry orders, phone calls, visits and technical help. If there are
parishioners who would appreciate any of our services or if others would like to

\

Y,

St. Paul the Apostle is working to open a
Legal Aid Clinic on Feb. 7, 2026.

U~ N

to serve for 4 hours, one Saturday
morning, a month to advise clients on a
pro-bono basis on a variety of
common legal matters, including landlord/tenant, debt
collection, immigration, child custody, estate planning,
criminal records, and more.

Attorneys work with the client to develop a next steps
plan to address the problem and provide peace of
mind. Training is provided to all attorneys at no charge.

We are also in need of interpreters who speak various
languages to translate for clients as needed.

For more information, contact legalclinic@spa.church
with your name, emcil address, and phone.
One of the co-team leaders will be in touch.

We are especially in need of Attorneys Admini.ster

Justice

Training for interpreters is also available free of charge.

\

f

HeFATHEUL CONM\ES

\ He couldn’t put out his shoes for St. Nicholas Day. Y,

kvolunteer, please call 847-406-4683.

Crisis Support Resources

DOMESTIC ABUSE

COUNSELING:

SUICIDE PREVENTION

PREGNANCY SUPPORT:

EMERGENCY AND TRANSITIONAL
ASSISTANCE, FISCAL SUPPORT, HELP
WITH LOCATING AVAILABLE
RESOURCES AND OTHER SERVICES
AIMED AT ADDRESSING ALL ISSUES A
PERSON OR FAMILY MAY BE
FACING WITH THE INTENT OF
SUPPORTING SUSTAINED
POSITIVE CHANGE.

POST-ABORTION

EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:

EMERGENCY SHELTER:

FOOD PANTRIES:

DECEMBER 7, 2025 | 13



PARISH OFFICE

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 9:00AM - 5:00PM

FRIDAY HOURS: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

BUSINESS OFFICE

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

FAITH FORMATION
OFFICE

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM

FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-816-8677

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKDAY MASS:

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
7:30AM

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30[9:30 | 11:30AM | 5:00PM

ADORATION
TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

847/-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD
GURNEE, IL 60031

Saint Paul
the Apostle

CLERGY

FR. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
frchris@spa.church

FR. MARTIN SZCZYPULA | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
frmartin@spa.church

FR.JOE CURTIS | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
frjoe@spa church

t]Ol—lN GUTHRIE | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
jgu hrie@usml.edu

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
mpenich@spa.church

DEACON IVAN SIAP
isiap@spa.church

DEACON BOB BIRCK
bbirck@spa.church

DEACON ROD REYES
rreyes@spa.church

DEACON ANDY BAKER
abaker@spa.church

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
bbertke@spa.church

PARISH OFFICE
CATHERINE KARL | OFFICE MANAGER
info@spa.church

BUSINESS OFFICE
JOE PERRY | BUSINESS MANAGER

jperry@spa.church

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS

TAMMY OBERSTAR | ADMIN ASSISTANT
toberstar@spa.church

MARY J‘O URQUHART | ADMIN ASSISTANT
murquhart@spa.church

AMY RUSSELL | K-6 CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR
arussell@spa.church

CASSIE BERTKE | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
cbertke@spa.church

TOM WATTELET | YOUTH & ADULT MINISTER
twattelet@spa.church

MUSIC LITURGY

RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
rpeck@spa.church

JULIE JESTER | DIRECTOR OF LITURGY AND MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
Jjjester@spa.church

ANCILLARY STAFF
CESAR VICARIO | FACILITIES MANAGER
cvicario@spa.church

JERRY SIMPSON | LITURGICAL PROJECTIONS COORDINATOR
jsimpson@spa.church

KERI SEKANY | BULLETIN EDITOR
bulletin@spa.church
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McMurrough

Funeral Chapel

@EQrated

Palliative and Hospice
Home Healthcare Services

Three Generations Since 1947
e Traditional Funerals « Cremations
* Pre-Arrangements
Brian & Mark McMurrough
101 Park Place, Libertyville

847-362-2626

www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

847-549-0588

151 W. Golf Rd.
Libertyville, IL El

www.integratedhomehospice.com

We provide In-patient,
hospice and home healthcare

IF YOU LIVE ALONE s
MDMedAlert!™ §19A L S

v/ Ambulance « Police/Fire fmo. e B e
« Family/Friends «* GPS & Fall Alert '-.‘| v - &N

CALLNOW! 800 809 3570 & md- medalert com \ x b ' $99

, iInstallation*
Strang Funeral Chapel ¢ Crematorium, L. A

Family Owned & Operated!! ﬂ
410 E. Belvidere Road, Grayslake Fe

Say Good bye to Clogged Gutters! ‘>
1 Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
yourFREEm hu

Barbara J. Swanson

Attorney at Law

4473 Old Grand Avenue
Gurnee, IL 60031

(847) 244-8545
Lifelong Gurnee Resident
o Wills and Trusts ® Real Estate

e General Practice
Evening & Weekend Hours Available

bswanson@bswansonlaw.com

O e @ - LeafGuard®

is guaranteed never to

= — clog or we'll clean it for
[ e

eamiless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine
eedles, and debrls

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a
clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

estimate

Ladder to clean

attachment

= l'6arGuard=

Get it. And forget it.”

www.strangfuneral.org * 847-223-8122
“Celebrating life since 1898”
Richard A. Gaddis, Mark Willhite

Directors

Waukegan, Gurnee, and Surrounding Areas:

Di1AGNOSED WITH CANCER?

You may qualify for compensation for
exposure to Ethylene Oxide.

www.etoexposurehelp.com
info@etoexposurehelp.com
(630) 526-7760

Contact Werich Law Group for a free consultation.

BUYING or SELLING

LISA wsees YOU
FREE 'STAGING

s fuz.-'f fe«um ﬁmdﬁewyﬂs 1 u)gw/ JM!/
¥ L I ST r(.‘rf{b/{ LI SA!

wolfpartners
st

kwmm
“GROU P- 1

350 N: MILWAUKEE AVENUE SUITE 200 - LIBI TW-LLE ILLINCHS

s

=

s www. LISTwithLISA com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeff Hansen

and repair of heating and cooling equipment.

847-234-4494
$50 OFF OF SERVICE CALL

-)/(/ Y e i
Coonctery jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

Gurnee Salata Funeral Home

4190 Old Grand Ave.
Gurnee, IL 60031

Cremation and Pre-Arrangements

John L. Salata, I, Director

847-244-1155

www. GurneeSalatal’H.com

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1970

e
/'\ Vision Care Grayslake

See What You’ve Been Missing

Drx. Charlotte
F. Nielsen

- Parishioner -

1120 Washington Street
Grayslake, IL 60030
Across from CLC
WWW. Vls:onCareGrayslake com

(847) 223-2000

Assisted Living By Theresa

~ In Gurnee

Caring for your loved
one in a loving
and compassionate manner
is our main priority.

Providing a pleasant, secure
and welcoming environment
for our residents to enjoy.

7

—
‘b
\‘

847-525-2816 6455 Cunningham
CALLTO SCHEDULEATOUR! Gurnee
St. Paul the Apostle, Gurnee, IL B 4C 01-4091



ANTIOCH

SO~ EYE ~oTU
ASSOCIATES

Connie J. Crawford, 0.D., P.C.
Parishioner
James R. Grawford, 0.D.
Laura L. Cretors, 0.D.

Christian J. Crawford O.D.
Annika C Crawford O.D.

Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Laser Surgery Co-Management

(LASIK)

Evening & Sat. Appointments
31 North Ave., Antioch

847-395-4090

COMMAND
=~ PLUMBING
@'INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Full Service Plumber

You Can Trust!
FREE Estimates  (847) 672-9928

847-620-5120
Thomas ] Robb

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Call for a free estimate!

Bill Juenger - Owner
f

Commercial & Residential

® 24-Hour Emergency Service
e Complete Tree Removal

e Tree & Shrub Pruning

* Plant Healthcare

° Lot & Land Clearmg

[MONSTER|

i /W o
whymonster.com 847-595-1 954

25 Year St. Paul Parishioner 10% St.Paul Discount

Beautiful 55+ Active Community
Located in Southwestern Florida
*Close to the Coast 2692 NE Hwy. 70 |Arcadia, FL 34266

™™
(B S .“_‘ \\\_

e 18 Hole Executive Golf Course |

e Tennis & Pickle Ball Courts
e Two Clubhouses for Social Activities

* Exercise Room, BBQ Area, Nature Trails
e 2 Large Heated Swimming Pools & Spas

Ron, Owner/Parishioner
New & Pre-Owned Homes | www.arcadiavillage.com
Lakeview and Golf Course View Homes Available
Call or email for more information!
Sales@arcadiavillage.com e 1-800-538-2590

SUE DUNNIGAN

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Complimentary
Professional Staging

24 YEAR Comparable Market Analysis
ST. PAUL Experienced Negotiator

PARISHIONER Contact me today!

224-627-5910

sdunnigan@atproperties.com

(1 properties

SUE DUNNIGAN
DLDBYSUE

CHRISTIE'S
T, s

' urnee Place

Memory Care

506 Hunt Club Rd.

Gurnee, IL 60031
(847) 855-1380

THE ANIMAL

Dog ¢ Cat ® Horse
Boarding & Grooming

www.destino: rante.com

QU 0N

BUILDMAX
REMODELING INC.

630 742-0951 « Darek Dzidowski « Gurnee, IL
Fully Insured & Bonded - Free Estimates « Reasonable Rates

Baths « Basements & more...

John R. Hanover, DVM
John J. Hanover, DVM
Zoya Malitsky, DVM
847-360-1630

38028 N. Dilleys Rd., Wadsworth

Windows « Doors
Garage Doors  Kitchens

HOSPITAL OF GURNEE, P.C.

COMFORTABLE
COUNSELING

OVERWHELMED?
LIFE... WORK.. SCHOOL...

LET OUR THERAPISTS HELP YOU REACH YOUR GOALS,
BUILD HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS, REDUCE STRESS,
AND FIND PERSONAL GROWTH

BAAR

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COUNSELORS TODAY

847-748-2019
111 Barclay Boulevard, Suite 180
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Com ForCare_,

HOME CARE
¥ Companionship ¥ Personal Care
¥ Meal Preparation ¥ Medication Reminders
¥ Light Housekeeping ¥ Safety Supervision
¥ Transportation ¥ Family Respite Care

Patricia “PJ” Arthurs 847-616-8007

comforcare.com/Illinois/lake-county

Delicious Sandwiches

& Homemade Soups!
&y Freshly Made Daily at

EUROPEAN FOOD & GIFTS

34500 US-45, Unit S
Third Lake, IL 60030
United States

= 10% OFF

of the entire order
when You

and TAG three of your Friends

Dine in « Take out + Call ahead!
Come taste the warmth of Europe in every bite.
Made with fresh ingredients and love &

Professinal Tree Trimming
Removals e Stump Grinding e Firewood
FULLY INSURED

ASK FOR MARK 847-362-5545

PO Box 91 Libertyville, IL 60048
woodys@woodystreeservice.comcastbiz.net
woodystreeserviceonline.com

Discover Vibrant
bemor lemg

st-in-class care meets a personalized lifestyle

ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE  SHOST-TERM STAYS

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

. Call us to order today!
Marsh
Dlgrut Funeral
o Home

CREMATION PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

847-336-0127

WWW.MARSHFUNERALHOME.COM * 305 N. CEMETERY ROAD * GURNEE
Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

St. Paul the Apostle, Gurnee, IL A 4C 01-4091





