
Dear SPA Family, 

How contemporary are Jesus’ words in this Sunday’s Gospel: You cannot serve 

God and mammon! We really can’t. Why? Anybody can be rich and a believer. He 

can strive for money, care for the family, for the future by working, earning 

money, and being a disciple of Jesus. However, Christ highlights a certain danger 

of wealth, or rather an attitude, that tends to have, accumulate, and feel safe. 

Unfortunately, it happens that what was supposed to give freedom enslaves. What 

was supposed to secure our future, what was supposed to be a means to a purpose, 

becomes a purpose in itself. Some of us want to be free, so we work and earn 

money, and after a while it turns out that we’re enslaved to it. Some of us have no 

time for our family, friends, no time for rest, no time for prayer, Holy Mass. God 

stays on the margins of our lives. How often, when talking to people, you can hear 

the words, I do not have time for Sunday Mass, prayer, because I am overworked, 

and I want to rest on Sunday. But I do believe, I am a believer, I’m spiritual. 

But what is this faith that is not practiced? What about God in our lives, in our 

hierarchy of values? What about a quick prayer just before going to bed, maybe in 

the morning on the run, Mass from time to time, confession once a year… a 

minimum of Christian life. 

People strive for everything necessary for life but what about spiritual life, what 

about eternity? Such a state is not often a lack of good will or a desire to meet God, 

but a lack of reflection, stopping, shallow life on the run, the result of living 

according to the schedule of meetings, activities to be performed. We cannot serve 

two masters! 

We don’t want to serve, but sometimes we turn out to be slaves without even 

knowing it. What to do in relation to the above? Stop working, make money, 

relying entirely on God? Go to church instead of going to work and everything will 

work out by itself? No, of course not! First of all, we need to stop, think where 

we’re going and if we are really free in what we’re doing. And let’s trust God, rely 

on Him. He knows what we need. He knows! That’s what faith is all about.  

I once read an interview in one of the weekly magazines about a man who was the 

president of a large company. He had money, he could do a lot, almost anything. 

But when his wife contracted cancer, despite his influence, the use of the best 

drugs and the most modern treatments, it was not possible to save her life. When 

she died, he sold his stocks and shares in the company, left it all and bought a 



house in the countryside. He said that he understood that the greatest money, what 

he had been striving for so much, could not save his wife’s life. He also realized 

how busy and focused on his work he was, and the only thing he could do was to 

change his life. 

It is better to serve God, to have Him first in our life. If this is the case, there is 

certainty that money, wealth, or this generally understood evangelical mammon 

will not overwhelm us, it will not lead to our enslavement. God doesn’t take our 

freedom, He doesn’t manipulate us. He just shows that we are important to Him. 

Have a blessed week. Fr. Chris Ciastoń 

 

 


