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Dear SPA Family,

Christmas is fast approaching. Christmas trees and
lights have appeared outside the windows, and
Christmas tables are being prepared. You can feel
the excitement among children and the elderly, the
general pre-Christmas joy. And what message does
God’s Word offer us for these last days of preparation?

At the end of Advent, we hear the Gospel of Matthew
about the birth of Jesus. In it ] would like to emphasize
the special words that refer to St. Joseph. He passes
through the pages of the Gospel as a silent figure. Not
one word of Joseph was recorded. However, in the
intention of God, he appears as the main figure among
those who have been chosen and called to carry out
the plan of salvation. It was God who wanted Mary to
be married to Joseph before she became the Mother of the Son of God.

Joseph learns of the new tasks that await him. He was surprised by the apparent state of his wife, Mary.
She was carrying a child under her heart. And he knew that he was not the child’s father. He also knew,
knowing Mary, that there was not the slightest reason to suspect her of betrayal. But the baby is there!
So, what to do?

Joseph wants to divorce Mary because he does not understand how she can be blessed if they do not live
together. He had already made up his mind to divorce Mary. However, God is not late, he comes at the
right moment. Joseph hears the command in a dream: “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take
Mary your wife.” Joseph’s fear seems to be justified. He rightly wants to flee, because what is conceived
in Mary is of the Spirit of God. This is the moment when Joseph also experiences his annunciation. The
angel explains to him the mystery of the incarnation of the Son of God. That explanation was enough
for him. So he did not dismiss Mary, which at first seemed to be the only solution, but he trusted and
entrusted himself to God. He became convinced that God included him in His plan of salvation, that
God needed him as a protector of Jesus. He saw that God needed him to fulfill the task envisioned for
him: he was to give a name to the son she would give birth to, to bring him into the House of David.
Joseph woke up from sleep and did as the angel told him: he received Mary with the Child in her womb.

It should be noted that Joseph certainly had his life plans. He probably wanted to live his years honestly,
start a family, raise children, wait for grandchildren, and, with a sense of duty well done, rest with his
ancestors in the grave. The intervention of the Lord God completely changed his plans and opened
before him a new vision reaching into eternity. God gave his Son and his Mother into Joseph’s hands,
making him responsible for their fate on earth.

This Advent meeting with Saint Joseph can also encourage us to reflect more deeply on our own vision
of life. What am 1 heading towards? What are my goals in life? Where is God in my life and His plans for

me? Am 1 ready to fulfill them? St. Joseph, despite his doubts and misunderstandings, made the decision
to open himself to God’s plans and ‘he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him. What will 1 do?

Have a blessed Advent Season,
Fr. Chris C.

To read Mary Penich's Something to Think About...
please visit our website, click "Media" on the homepage, then click "Mary's Reflection”
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GOSPEL MEDITATION

A priest friend recently told me a remarkable story. One of his cousins reported
having a vivid dream in which an angel told him the family needed to exhume their
grandmother’s body from a cemetery in New York and return it to her birthplace in
Romania. She had been dead nearly 10 years. As you might expect, the family thought
it was, well, crazy. But astonishingly they exhumed her body. It was incorrupt, showing
no signs of decomposition. That experience sparked healing, faith, and reconciliation
throughout the family.

In this Sunday’s Gospel, Joseph also receives a dream. He’s confused, afraid. But in the
- (%\l}lliet of sleep, God speaks: “Do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home”

(Matthew 1:20). When he wakes, Joseph acts. He doesn’t overanalyze or dismiss the
a8 message. He trusts, and acts.

God still speaks — not necessarily through literal dreams but through those deeper intuitions of the heart. St.
Ignatius of Loyola taught that God’s voice draws us into peace, courage, and love. But we have to listen to it.
Advent is a time for stillness. As we prepare for Christ’s coming, we're invited to enter that quiet space where God’s
voice can be heard.

When and how do you become most receptive to God? Is it in silence? In prayer? In nature? At Mass? This week,
go there. Be still. Listen. And like Joseph, have the courage to act on what God shows you.

— Father John Muir ovr:

MASS HYMNS
Opening Song: Gather #323 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (VENI VENI EMMANUEL); oth century

Latin hymn, translation by John M. Neale

At Sunday 5.00pm: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel (VENI VENI EMMANUEL); arranged by Josh

Blakesley and Rich Grillone
Responsornial Psalm: Let the Lord Enter vy sen waither
GOSpel Acclamation: MASS OF ENDLESS MERCY by Steve Angrisano

Preparation Song: Breath of Heaven (Mary's SONg) vy chris Eaton and Amy Grant
At Sunday 5:00pm: Ave Maria (Mary, Sing with Joyful Heart) vy steve Angrisano and James Quinn

Eucharistic Acclamations: MASS OF COMFORT AND JOY by Kevin Keil | Advent Lamb of God
by Kevin Keil
AtS Unday 50 Opm MASS OF RESTORATION by Josh Blakesley and Grae McCullough

Communion Songs: Spirit & Song #323 Let It Be Done by chris Mugtia

ClOSing Song.' Spl‘rlt & Song #140 Emmanuel by Steve Angrisano

DECEMBER 21, 2025 | 3



READING |

The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying:

Ask for a sign from the LORD, your God,

let it be deep as the netherworld, or high as the sky!
But Ahaz answered,

“l will not ask! 1will not tempt the LORD!”

Then Isaiah said:

Listen, O house of David!

Is it not enough for you to weary people,

must you also weary my God?

Therefore the Lord himself will give you this sign:
the virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,

and shall name him Emmanuel.

ISAIAH 7:10-14

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

PSALM 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6.
Lord, come and save us.

READING I

Paul, a slave of Christ Jesus,

called to be an apostle and set apart for the gospel of
God,

which he promised previously through his prophets
in the holy Scriptures,

the gospel about his Son, descended from David
according to the flesh,

but established as Son of God in power

according to the Spirit of holiness

through resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Through him we have received the grace of
apostleship,

to bring about the obedience of faith,

for the sake of his name, among all the Gentiles,
among whom are you also, who are called to belong
to Jesus Christ;

to all the beloved of God in Rome, called to be holy.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ.

ROMANS 1:1-7
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GOSPEL MATTHEW 1:18-24

This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about.

When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph,

but before they lived together,

she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man,

yet unwilling to expose her to shame,

decided to divorce her quietly.

Such was his intention when, behold,

the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said,

“Joseph, son of David,

do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home.
For it is through the Holy Spirit

that this child has been conceived in her.

She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus,
because he will save his people from their sins.”

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said
through the prophet:

Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,

and they shall name him Emmanuel,

which means “God is with us.”

When Joseph awoke,

he did as the angel of the Lord had commanded him
and took his wife into his home.

Lectionary for Mass for Use in the Dioceses of the United States, second typical edition, Copyright
© 2001, 1998, 1997, 1986, 1970 Confraternity of Christian Doctrine; Psalm refrain © 1968, 1981,
1997, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. Neither this
work nor any part of it may be reproduced, distributed, performed or displayed in any medium,
including electronic or digital, without permission in writing from the copyright owner.



GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you, we bless you,

we adore you, we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,

Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,

Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,

have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,

receive our prayet;

you are seated at the right hand of the Father,
have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father.
Amen.

APOSTLES' CREED

I believe in God,

the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God,

the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge

the living and the dead.

1 believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.
Amen.

Sunday: Is 7:10-14/Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (7c, 10b)/Rom 1:1-
7/Mt 1:18-24

Monday: 1 Sm 1:24-28/1 Sm 2:1,4-5, 6-7, 8abcd/Lk 1:46-56

Tuesday: Mal 3:1-4, 23-24/Ps 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14/
Lk 1:57-66

Wednesday: Morning: 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16/Ps 89:2-
3,4-5,27 and 29/Lk 1:67-79

Thursday: Vigil: Is 62:1-5/Ps 89:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29 (2a)/
Acts 13:16-17, 22-25/Mt 1:1-25 or 1:18-25

Night: Is 9:1-6/Ps 96:1-2, 2-3, 11-12, 13 (Lk 2:11)/Ti
2:11-14/Lk 2:1-14 Dawn: Is 62:11-12/Ps 97:1, 6, 11-12/Ti
3:4-7/Lk 2:15-20

Day: s 52:7-10/Ps 98:1, 2-3, 3-4, 5-6 (3¢)/Heb 1:1-6/Jn
1:1-18 or 1:1-5, 9-14

Friday: Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59/Ps 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc
and 17/Mt 10:17-22

Saturday: 1 Jn 1:1-4/Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 11-12/Jn 20:1a, 2-8

Monday: 1 Samuel 2:1, 4-5, 6-7, 8abcd
My heart exults in the Lord, my Savior.

Tuesday: Psalm 25:4-5ab, 8-9, 10 and 14
}I;ift (ilp your heads and see; your redemption is near at
and.

Wednesday: Psalm 89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29
For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.

Thursday: Psalm 96: 1-2, 2-3, I1-12, 13.
Today is born our Savior, Christ the Lord.

Friday: Psalm 31:3cd-4, 6 and 8ab, 16bc and 17
Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit.

Saturday: Psalm 97:1-2, 5-06, 11-12
Rejoice in the Lord, you just!

Sunday: 4th Sunday of Advent

Tuesday: St. John of Kanty, Priest
Wednesday: Christmas Eve

Thursday: The Nativity of the Lord
Friday: St. Stephen, First Martyr
Saturday: St. John, Apostle and Evangelist
Next Sunday: The Holy Family
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MASS INTENTIONS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025

5:00pm: Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Lucy Herrmann | Thomas
Rusnak, Sr. | George Braniff | Gerena O. Monis | Margaret Spoden
Scott Kohler | John Carter Bennett

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025

7:30am: Victor Peccioli | Edward Novick

9:30am: Ron Paiser | Florence Dulak | Ophelia Deasis | Teodoro
Deligero | Finilia Bayawa | Lydia Alzona

11:30am: Celso Balita Castor | Lynn Sharpee | Ben & Harriet Sutton
Celia J. Auguste | Hector B. Brual, Jr.

5:00pm: Carol Hough

MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2025
7:30am: Our Parish Family

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2025
7:30am: Teodoro Deligero | Finilia Bayawa | Lydia Alzona

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025

NO 7:30AM MASS

3:00pm: Theresa Galuska | Carlos Rivera | Wilfredo Rivera
Francisca T. Masso | Arnulfo Masso | Scott Kohler | Larry Hickey
Raymond Totten | Bob, Sr. & Judy Russell | John & Zella Drury
Robert & Gail Da Valler \ Durwood & Lucille Baltzell | Tom Peterson
6:00pm: Richard Hink | John, Sr. & Betty Rygiel | John, Jr. & Karen
Rygiel | Nolan John LaBuda | Thomas & Susan August | William
August | Adrian Aromin | Hortelano Family

8:00pm: Carl Willaby | Roy Hilo, Sr. | Narciso & Bella Hilo | Domingo
& Rosario Cacal | Regino & Felipa Raelb | Isidro & Gregoria Cacal
David Michael Jahn?Eric & Susan Jahn

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025

12:00am: Fred & Mary Ann Perry | Fred & Joan Harold | Harry,
Jeanette, Robert Siuda | Gerena O. Monis | Wilfredo & Alicia Garcla
Edward Skowron | Loida Busa Phelps

9:30am: Dizon & Doreza Families FDon & Joan Meersman | Bud
& Bea Tebbetts | Szymoniak Family | Gerena O. Monis | Joseph
Falotico | Winston Casis | Teodoro Deligero | Finilia Bayawa | Lydia
Alzona | Zofia Karwot and Guadalupe de la Rosa Ortega
11:30am: Tom Wessell | Loida Buse Phelps | Edward Skowron ‘
Hilo & Cacal Family | Richard Schroeder FDavid Michael Jahn
Eric & Susan Jahn

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025
7:30am: NO MASS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025

5:00pm: Gerry & Chuck Suhling | Domingo Cabuay | Raymond
DeSilvia, Sr. | Alice DeSilvia | Raymond DeSilvia | Gerena O. Monis
Nieves Arceo | John Carter Bennett | Jolly De Guzman

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025

7:30am: Rosa Krissek | Alfredo & Procesa de Leon | Felicisimo
& Felicisima Pacheco | Bob & Mary O'Brien, Sr. | Rose Marie
Pennington | Norman Pennington | Carl Willaby

9:30am: Edward Rybka | Teresa Rgbka | Fr. Jan %bka | Christine
Tarchala | Stanley Kot | Franciszch Sas | Mr. & Mrs. Armand Somera
Dennis Vaseloff | Nancy Jo Vaseloff

11:30am: Peter Bohdanowicz | Jovita Garcia | Celia J. Auguste |
Hector B. Brual, Jr. | Joe & Eileen Tuckey

5:00pm: Ben & Harriet Sutton | Stanley Kwiecinski
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PRAY FOR THE SICK

Rosa LaBellarte
Rachel Ciullo
Patricia Freeman

Toni Lynn Mengarelli

Shannon Bremmer
April Grandgeorge
Alma De Torres
Stephanie Rappe
Vicki Shafer
Ruth Blood
Tom Asma
Karla Arce
Jeanne Sypien
Glenn Garamoni
Daniel Schmelz
Russell Yanow
Victoria Sofia
Luquez Mogollon
Kinga Szymoniak
Chris Lucy
Donna O'Brien
Norilyn Querubin
Rey Querubin
Obdulia Elizalde
Jovita Menes
Reginald Dulaca
Melody Cook
Brian Smolicek
Roberto Movilla
Shani Stahnke
Abby Swygard
Rod Reyes

Please know that we
sick at _every Mass. L
like your name or that of a Sick

would

Betty Falotico
Keith Kellogg
Lisa Mischke
David Zilligen
Eduardo Perez
Maria Domitila Zam-
brano de Polanco
Rafael Gloria
Collen Wishall
Silvia Pinedo
Consuelo Vargas
Juan Miguel Currea
Gloria de Cardenas
Helena Sznicer
George Lawrence
Michael Miller
Cynthia D. Caudell
Glafira Bunsen
Jackie Herrera-Giron
Gino LaBellarte
Dianne Scirri
Pat Wilson
Kimmy Cozart
Mark Wilson
Pat Gundrum
Mary Thachil
Daniela Gaborik
Amy Patterson
Melissa Fernandes
Emily Meryer

}i_rlay for all of the
owever, if you

loved one to be included in the list

above,

lease email or call

Catherine in the Parish Office:
info@spa.church or 847-918-0600

Vi
> ) \ \
T\ MV
il
THENN

77

7

e
\ >

/

—

In loving memory of our recently
deceased parishioners. May God's
perpetual light shine upon them.

EDavid O) Vichael, Jaln
L%a/zm Xam Q'Sw@m@
NNarie Con Simpsan
Cintenia Clforgue
Ny E. Gasstoarf



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2025
11:00AM RECONCILIATION
5:00PM MASS

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 21, 2025
7:30AM MASS

9:00AM OCIA

9:30AM MASS

11:30AM MASS

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2024
7:30AM MASS
8:00AM HOLY HOUR

5:00PM CHILDREN'S CHOIR REHEARSAL

7:00PM SIMBANG GABI LITURGY &
CELEBRATION

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2025
CHRISTMAS EVE

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 26, 2025
NO 7:30AM MASS

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2025
8:30AM BCBP MEETING

8:30AM VISITATION - JAHN
9:30AM FUNERAL - JAHN

11:00AM RECONCILIATION
12:30PM BAPTISM - MCCULLOUGH

1:00PM BAPTISM - SIAP NO 7:30AM MASS 1:30PM BAPTISM - DIAZ
4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL 2:30PM CHRISTMAS EVE CAROLS WITH  5:00PM MASS
5:00PM MASS HANDBELL ENSEMBLE
6:00PM LIFETEEN NIGHT: LIFENIGHT 3:00PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2025
6:00PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 7:30AM MASS
MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2024 8:00PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS 9:00AM OCIA
7:30AM MASS 9:30AM MASS
2:30PM BRASS REHEARSAL FOR THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25, 2025 11:30AM MASS
CHRISTMAS MASSES CHRISTMAS DAY 1:00PM BAPTISM - REYES
7:00PM ADVENT HOLY HOUR 12:00AM MIDNIGHT MASS 4:00PM TEEN CHOIR REHEARSAL
9:30AM CHRISTMAS DAY MASS 5:00PM MASS
11:30AM CHRISTMAS DAY MASS
USHERS LECTORS COMMUNION MINISTERS [ GREETERS PRESIDER
SATURDAY | M. Mohrfeld Maryalice Smith [VOLUNTEER  INTHE P. Blames Fr. Joe
5:00PM G. Johnson LuraJohnson  [SIGN-UPIN GATHERING [ H. Gloria Dn. lvan
: X- gusnai THE BOOKAT SPACE
.Rusna
) THE DESK
K. Gaston
SUNDAY | T. Shurtleff Bob O’Brien VOLUNTEER  INTHE G. Aranas Fr. Chris
730 A M J. C]imaco Tom Krissek SIGN-UP IN GATHERING | ].R. Delgado
- J. Siegel THE BOOKAT SPACE
,1%- BD&igfsl THE DESK
OPEN
SUNDAY | B. Kibitlewski Cathy Latza VOLUNTEER  INTHE M. Maus Fr. Chris
9:30AM D. Scheffler Claress SIGN-UPIN GATHERING | T. Maus Dn. Brent
: K. King Pettengill THEBOOKAT SPACE
OPENx3 THE DESK
SUNDAY | G. Galano Conchita VOLUNTEER  INTHE D. Moseley Fr. Martin
11:30AM R. Cuasay Manalo SIGN-UPIN  GATHERING | A. Brown Dn. Andy
' % %:gazas Anna Richardt |THEBOOKAT SPACE
%I\))%:il\t]son THE DESK
SUNDAY | B- Marchioni J] Plamoottil VOLUNTEER INTHE T. Marlowe Fr. Martin
5:00PM J] Plamoottil Teenor Lectort |SIGN-UPIN ~ GATHERING | OPEN Dn. Bob
: C. Johnson THEBOOKAT SPACE
OPENx3 THE DESK
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DONATIONS SUMMARY

Week of December 12, 2025

Sunday- $20,328

Online Sunday- $12,502

Sharing- $135

Online Sharing- $725

SVdP- $385

Online SVdP- $561

Holiday Dinners - $132

Campaign for Human Development- $183

Month to Date - December
Sunday- $30,016

Online Sunday- $12,502
Sharing- $1,190

Online Sharing- $725

SVdP- $1,464

Online SVdP- $561

Holiday Dinners - $192
Campaign for Human
Development- $313

SCAN TO DONATE

Hofy Houn
December 27 @ 7:00pm

-

¢

/\\ T

~ ee

-

~

The Women's Fellowship
Angel Trees
are displayed in the
gathering space.
You may donate by
taking an envelope from
the tree
or online via our
website.

All donations will be
used to support our
Parish, food pantries,
Aid for Women,
and the needs
of our neighboring
communities.
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Dear SPA Family,

1 would like to express my deepest gratitude
for your contribution to Saint Paul
the Apostle during this past year. Your

donations, time, and talents are very ] - f‘ 5 |
important to our parish and are greatly
appreciated. It helps the continuity of our J

commitment to serving the community. MERRY CHRI 5 TMAS T6O& US
This would not have been successful

without your act of generosity in support

of your church.

1 always believe that through the movement
of the gospel, a peaceful and healthy
community is formed, social justice is achieved, and love and peace with God in our hearts are
cultivated. And thus, St. Paul conducts activities that enable everyone to experience and feel
God’s teachings.

St.Paul the Apostle Churchis veryblessed to have you and your family in our humble congregation.
Thank you again for your generous support, and 1 ask that you continue to keep me, parish
leaders, and staff in your prayers as we keep you and your family in ours.

After the season of Advent, the spirit of Christmas will permeate our homes and families. We
will be joined by faith and the joy of the Savior’s birth in Bethlehem. Before Him, the three Magi
fell on their faces and worshiped Him. They offered Him great gifts: gold, frankincense, and
myrrh. But the greatest and greatest was their fourth gift: they bowed down to Jesus.

To bow to the Child is in the act of adoration to recognize Him as God, as Creator and Savior, as
Lord of all that exists, as infinite and merciful Love. To bow down to the Child is to acknowledge
His sovereignty over ourselves, to trustfully surrender our will to His law, to let Him reign and
act in our heart and life. The meeting in the stable in Bethlehem changed the lives of the Magi,
who returned to their daily lives in a different way, on a path marked by trust in the presence of
a merciful God.

And let us go with the shepherds and the three Magi to little Jesus and worship Him with reverence,
let us recognize in Him as our Divine King and Lord. May the celebration of the mystery of
Christmas be a source of new spiritual strength for all of us, a strengthening of our relationship
with Jesus and communion among all of us.

May the light flowing from the Bethlehem creche illuminate your lives and hearts throughout
Christmas, and New Year.

Have a blessed Christmas Season,
Fr. Chris D. Ciaston
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Dear parishioners, Jacob Francois, a seminarian of
the University of St. Mary of the Lake and assigned
to the Tolton Teaching Parish of St. Paul the
Apostle, will be ordained to the Transitional
Diaconate on December 20"
at the Cathedral of St. Raphael in Dubuqgue.
at the 10 a.m. Mass of Ordination is open to the
public and will be livestreamed for those who
cannot attend, https.//dbgarch.org/live-broadcasts
After his ordination, Jacob will be assigned
to St. Thomas Aquinas Church and Student
Center in Ames, |IA, and Sts. Peter and Paul Parish
in Gilbert, IA, before his ordination in the spring to
the priesthood for the Archdiocese of Dubuqgue.
Congratulation Jacob.

We are all praying for you.

/Todqy, Simbang Gabi continues to thrive—not only in the
Philippines but also in Filipino communities around the world. In
the United States, especially in cities like Chicago, the tradition
has been lovingly adapted. Masses are often held in the
evening to accommodate modern schedules, and parishes
collaborate to host the novena across different churches.

Despite the changes, the heart of Simbang Gabi remains: a
spiritual preparation for Christmas, a communal act of faith,
and a celebration of Filipino heritage.

In 2019, Pope Francis celebrated Simbang Gabi at St. Peter's
Basilica, marking the first time a pope led the traditional Mass
—an affirmation of its global significance.

Filipino-American families attending

i : Simbang Gabi in wint
“Nothing can take our American Dream, not even the s
Source: Tennessee Register

winter chill of early momning!” (Sinaunang Panahon, 2025)

—and here at Saint Paul the Apostle, we share our |
American Dream blessings through Simbang Gabi
fundraising efforts, charitable outreach, ong community
events that bring warmth and hope to those in need
during the season of giving.

Join us for our Simbang Gabi Mass at St. Paul the Apostle on December 23rd at 7:00 PM,
followed by a reception in the Lower Level Gathering Space. All are welcome to attend.
Volunteers needed. Contact: Arleen Siap: Cell (224) 688-0479 Email:

U hedirectesbeglobal.net Y,
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e will not be offering the Precious Blood from the 1
Sunday of Advent until Palm Sunday, for health
reasons during cold and flu season, to avoid potential
virus transmission. A Catholic does not have to receive
both the Body and Blood of Christ, as receiving either

one is a full reception of the sacrament. Receiving

X )
only one form is a valid and common practice, and PRAYER FOR R
j v

provides the same graces as receiving both; we ADVENT — YL ¥s
receive the entirety of Jesus in the Eucharist. ) ~ N
Y MIRACLES 2%, ¢5%
During_the Communion Procession: Y W

1. Approach the Priest, Deacon, or Extraordinary D © ),’1 b
Minister of Holy Communion. At 0
2. The Sacred Host will be lifted and shown to you, You are in the miracle business. |
and the Priest, Deacon, or Communion Minister will
say, “The Body of Christ”.

3. Extend your hands or tongue and say "‘Amen’”. mountains and scparate scas.
4. Whether you receive on the tongue or the hands --
DO NOT MOVE -- until the Sacred Host is placed on
your tongue or hands. astound us with Your goodness
5. PLEASE DO NOT step to the side, but consume the
Host immediately in front of the priest, deacon, or
Communion Minister.

6. Then, you can return to your seat.

still believe that You can move

Break into every unknown and

and grace. Amen.

- If you do not receive communion and want a
blessing, come, cross your hands over your chest to
receive the blessing.

Thank you for your understanding and for enhancing
\ Catholic beliefs. )

p
A big thank you to all for your
tremendous generosity in
providing holida mears to
our veterans and the needy
families within our local
community. As a parish, we

collected over $14,000 and

provided 300 holiday dinners .,
through Holy Family, St. Anastasia, and QueStlon'
Midwest Veterans food pantries. Which saint’s nick-

We will continue to support our local food name is “Santa
pantries by distributing the remaining money C] ”>
throughout the coming year to feed those aus :
within our community w¥10 remain food
insecure.

Answer:
St. Nicholas

©LPi

Words like “thoughtful...caring...giving” are
not enough to describe your level of

generosity. Again, a very special thank you to
( an awesome parish! y
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SAINT St. Paul the Apostle is working to open a 6
BIO Legal Aid Clinic on Feb. 7, 2026. g
Saint John the Apostle | December 27 We are especially in need of Attorneys Admm!ster
to serve for 4 hours, one Saturday J u St Ice
morning, a month to advise clients on a
Saint John was one of the Twelve, part of Jesus’ pro-bono basis on a variety of
inner circle, among the few that witnessed the common legal matters, including landlord/tenant, debt
Transfiguration, the raising of Jarius’ Daughter, and collection, immigration, child custody, estate planning,
the Agony in the garden at Gethsemane. He and his criminal records, and more.
brother James were the sons of Zebedee and
Salome. When Jesus called them, they left their Attorneys work with the client to develop a next steps
father mending nets and followed him. Jesus called plan to address the problem and provide peace of
the brothers "Boanerges,” meaning “sons of thunder” mind. Training is provided to all attorneys at no charge.
— they were passionate in their faith and Jesus had
to rebuke them for their fiery zeal on more than one We are also in need of interpreters who speak various
occasion. John, the younger brother, possibly the languages to translate for clients as needed,
éoutnhgest disciple, was the only one present at Jesus
eath. ™ ' ) _
Saint John the Apostle is traditionally thought to be Training for interpreters is also available free of charge.
the author of the fourth Gospel, the three Epistles of For more information, contact legalclinic@spa.church
John, and the Book of Revelation. However, there with your name, email address, and phone.

has been some debate among scholars from

antiquity to the present. Tradition also gives him the kOne B lujieaders wil be in fouch. J

title Beloved Disciple and John's Gospel sees him
seated next to Jesus at the last supper and the one 7 “What do bear families sing during N
to whom Jesus gives the care of Mary at the ) ”
crucifixion. Christmas?

Although Church tradition says that John survived %
the other disciples, living a long life, much of it is J] \ "D . \ J] / g

steeped in myth and legend. Some say he retired to
Ephesus after the crucifixion with Mary and
remained there until he died. But in other traditions
he is more active. For a time he remained in
Jerusalem with the other disciples, then founded
churches in Asia Minor. In a legend of his
persecution, during the reign of the Emperor
Domitian, John is taken to Rome and thrown into a
cauldron of boiling oil but preserved from death. He
is then exiled to the island of Patmos where the
Book of Revelation was written. / y
Most accounts agree that after his exile and the /
Assumption of Mary he returned to Ephesus where — S %
he died sometime after 98, during the reign of the P (o ' //./44
emperor Trajan.

e FATMHFUL CONV\ES

\_"Have yourself a Beary Little Christmas.” )

Crisis Support Resources
DOMESTIC ABUSE COUNSELING:

PREGNANCY SUPPORT: erene o

ACOICTANCE. HSCAL SUPPORY. HELP
, . POST-ABORTION

WITH LOCATING AVAILABLE . FOOD PANTRIES:
RESOURCES AND OTHER SERVICES | EMOTIONAL SUPPORT:
G b

FACING WITH THE INTENT OF EMERGENCY SHELTER:

SUPPORTING SUSTAINED
POSITIVE CHANGE.

|
DECEMBER 21, 2025 |13



PARISH OFFICE

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 9:00AM - 5:00PM

FRIDAY HOURS: 9:00AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

BUSINESS OFFICE

HOURS: 9:00AM - 4:00PM
MONDAY & WEDNESDAY

FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-918-0600

FAITH FORMATION
OFFICE

MONDAY THROUGH THURSDAY
HOURS: 8:30AM - 3:00PM

FRIDAY HOURS: 8:30AM - 12:00PM
847-816-8677

MASS SCHEDULE
WEEKDAY MASS:

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY
7:30AM

SATURDAY EVENING:
5:00PM

SUNDAY:
7:30[9:30 | 11:30AM | 5:00PM

ADORATION
TUESDAY/THURSDAY MORNINGS
8:00AM

RECONCILIATION
SATURDAYS IN THE BLESSED
SACRAMENT CHAPEL
11:00AM

847/-918-0600
6401 GAGES LAKE RD
GURNEE, IL 60031

Saint Paul
the Apostle

CLERGY

FR. CHRIS CIASTON | PASTOR
frchris@spa.church

FR. MARTIN SZCZYPULA | ASSOCIATE PASTOR
frmartin@spa.church

FR.JOE CURTIS | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
frjoe@spa church

t]Ol—lN GUTHRIE | WEEKEND ASSISTANCE
jgu hrie@usml.edu

DEACON MICHAEL PENICH
mpenich@spa.church

DEACON IVAN SIAP
isiap@spa.church

DEACON BOB BIRCK
bbirck@spa.church

DEACON ROD REYES
rreyes@spa.church

DEACON ANDY BAKER
abaker@spa.church

DEACON BRENT BERTKE
bbertke@spa.church

PARISH OFFICE
CATHERINE KARL | OFFICE MANAGER
info@spa.church

BUSINESS OFFICE
JOE PERRY | BUSINESS MANAGER

jperry@spa.church

FAITH FORMATION & CATECHESIS

TAMMY OBERSTAR | ADMIN ASSISTANT
toberstar@spa.church

MARY J‘O URQUHART | ADMIN ASSISTANT
murquhart@spa.church

AMY RUSSELL | K-6 CHILDREN’S COORDINATOR
arussell@spa.church

CASSIE BERTKE | CONFIRMATION COORDINATOR
cbertke@spa.church

TOM WATTELET | YOUTH & ADULT MINISTER
twattelet@spa.church

MUSIC LITURGY

RUTH PECK | DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY
rpeck@spa.church

JULIE JESTER | DIRECTOR OF LITURGY AND MUSIC MINISTRY ASSISTANT
Jjjester@spa.church

ANCILLARY STAFF
CESAR VICARIO | FACILITIES MANAGER
cvicario@spa.church

JERRY SIMPSON | LITURGICAL PROJECTIONS COORDINATOR
jsimpson@spa.church

KERI SEKANY | BULLETIN EDITOR
bulletin@spa.church
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McMurrough

Funeral Chapel

@EQrated

Palliative and Hospice
Home Healthcare Services

Three Generations Since 1947
e Traditional Funerals « Cremations
* Pre-Arrangements
Brian & Mark McMurrough
101 Park Place, Libertyville

847-362-2626

www.libertyvillefuneralhome.com

847-549-0588

151 W. Golf Rd.
Libertyville, IL El

www.integratedhomehospice.com

We provide In-patient,
hospice and home healthcare

IF YOU LIVE ALONE s
MDMedAlert!™ §19A L S

v/ Ambulance « Police/Fire fmo. e B e
« Family/Friends «* GPS & Fall Alert '-.‘| v - &N

CALLNOW! 800 809 3570 & md- medalert com \ x b ' $99

, iInstallation*
Strang Funeral Chapel ¢ Crematorium, L. A

Family Owned & Operated!! ﬂ
410 E. Belvidere Road, Grayslake Fe

Say Good bye to Clogged Gutters! ‘>
1 Receive a $100 Visa gift card with
yourFREEm hu

Barbara J. Swanson

Attorney at Law

4473 Old Grand Avenue
Gurnee, IL 60031

(847) 244-8545
Lifelong Gurnee Resident
o Wills and Trusts ® Real Estate

e General Practice
Evening & Weekend Hours Available

bswanson@bswansonlaw.com

O e @ - LeafGuard®

is guaranteed never to

= — clog or we'll clean it for
[ e

eamiless, one-piece system keeps out leaves, pine
eedles, and debrls

« Eliminates the risk of falling off a
clogged gutters

« Durable, all-weather tested system not a flimsy

estimate

Ladder to clean

attachment

= l'6arGuard=

Get it. And forget it.”

www.strangfuneral.org * 847-223-8122
“Celebrating life since 1898”
Richard A. Gaddis, Mark Willhite

Directors

Waukegan, Gurnee, and Surrounding Areas:

Di1AGNOSED WITH CANCER?

You may qualify for compensation for
exposure to Ethylene Oxide.

www.etoexposurehelp.com
info@etoexposurehelp.com
(630) 526-7760

Contact Werich Law Group for a free consultation.

BUYING or SELLING

LISA wsees YOU
FREE 'STAGING

s fuz.-'f fe«um ﬁmdﬁewyﬂs 1 u)gw/ JM!/
¥ L I ST r(.‘rf{b/{ LI SA!

wolfpartners
st

kwmm
“GROU P- 1

350 N: MILWAUKEE AVENUE SUITE 200 - LIBI TW-LLE ILLINCHS

s

=

s www. LISTwithLISA com

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Jeff Hansen

and repair of heating and cooling equipment.

847-234-4494
$50 OFF OF SERVICE CALL

-)/(/ Y e i
Coonctery jhansen@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2683

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

Gurnee Salata Funeral Home

4190 Old Grand Ave.
Gurnee, IL 60031

Cremation and Pre-Arrangements

John L. Salata, I, Director

847-244-1155

www. GurneeSalatal’H.com

Family Owned & Operated
Since 1970

e
/'\ Vision Care Grayslake

See What You’ve Been Missing

Drx. Charlotte
F. Nielsen

- Parishioner -

1120 Washington Street
Grayslake, IL 60030
Across from CLC
WWW. Vls:onCareGrayslake com

(847) 223-2000

Assisted Living By Theresa

~ In Gurnee

Caring for your loved
one in a loving
and compassionate manner
is our main priority.

Providing a pleasant, secure
and welcoming environment
for our residents to enjoy.

7

—
‘b
\‘

847-525-2816 6455 Cunningham
CALLTO SCHEDULEATOUR! Gurnee
St. Paul the Apostle, Gurnee, IL B 4C 01-4091



ANTIOCH

SO~ EYE ~oTU
ASSOCIATES

Connie J. Crawford, 0.D., P.C.
Parishioner
James R. Grawford, 0.D.
Laura L. Cretors, 0.D.

Christian J. Crawford O.D.
Annika C Crawford O.D.

Family Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Laser Surgery Co-Management

(LASIK)

Evening & Sat. Appointments
31 North Ave., Antioch

847-395-4090

COMMAND
=~ PLUMBING
@'INC.

24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE
Full Service Plumber

You Can Trust!
FREE Estimates  (847) 672-9928

847-620-5120
Thomas ] Robb

FARMERS

INSURANCE

Call for a free estimate!

Bill Juenger - Owner
f

Commercial & Residential

® 24-Hour Emergency Service
e Complete Tree Removal

e Tree & Shrub Pruning

* Plant Healthcare

° Lot & Land Clearmg

[MONSTER|

i /W o
whymonster.com 847-595-1 954

25 Year St. Paul Parishioner 10% St.Paul Discount

Beautiful 55+ Active Community
Located in Southwestern Florida
*Close to the Coast 2692 NE Hwy. 70 |Arcadia, FL 34266

™™
(B S .“_‘ \\\_

e 18 Hole Executive Golf Course |

e Tennis & Pickle Ball Courts
e Two Clubhouses for Social Activities

* Exercise Room, BBQ Area, Nature Trails
e 2 Large Heated Swimming Pools & Spas

Ron, Owner/Parishioner
New & Pre-Owned Homes | www.arcadiavillage.com
Lakeview and Golf Course View Homes Available
Call or email for more information!
Sales@arcadiavillage.com e 1-800-538-2590

SUE DUNNIGAN

REAL ESTATE AGENT

Complimentary
Professional Staging

24 YEAR Comparable Market Analysis
ST. PAUL Experienced Negotiator

PARISHIONER Contact me today!

224-627-5910

sdunnigan@atproperties.com

(1 properties

SUE DUNNIGAN
DLDBYSUE

CHRISTIE'S
T, s

' urnee Place

Memory Care

506 Hunt Club Rd.

Gurnee, IL 60031
(847) 855-1380

THE ANIMAL

Dog ¢ Cat ® Horse
Boarding & Grooming

www.destino: rante.com

QU 0N

BUILDMAX
REMODELING INC.

630 742-0951 « Darek Dzidowski « Gurnee, IL
Fully Insured & Bonded - Free Estimates « Reasonable Rates

Baths « Basements & more...

John R. Hanover, DVM
John J. Hanover, DVM
Zoya Malitsky, DVM
847-360-1630

38028 N. Dilleys Rd., Wadsworth

Windows « Doors
Garage Doors  Kitchens

HOSPITAL OF GURNEE, P.C.

COMFORTABLE
COUNSELING

OVERWHELMED?
LIFE... WORK.. SCHOOL...

LET OUR THERAPISTS HELP YOU REACH YOUR GOALS,
BUILD HEALTHY RELATIONSHIPS, REDUCE STRESS,
AND FIND PERSONAL GROWTH

BAAR

CONTACT ONE OF OUR COUNSELORS TODAY

847-748-2019
111 Barclay Boulevard, Suite 180
Lincolnshire, IL 60069

Com ForCare_,

HOME CARE
¥ Companionship ¥ Personal Care
¥ Meal Preparation ¥ Medication Reminders
¥ Light Housekeeping ¥ Safety Supervision
¥ Transportation ¥ Family Respite Care

Patricia “PJ” Arthurs 847-616-8007

comforcare.com/Illinois/lake-county

Delicious Sandwiches

& Homemade Soups!
&y Freshly Made Daily at

EUROPEAN FOOD & GIFTS

34500 US-45, Unit S
Third Lake, IL 60030
United States

= 10% OFF

of the entire order
when You

and TAG three of your Friends

Dine in « Take out + Call ahead!
Come taste the warmth of Europe in every bite.
Made with fresh ingredients and love &

Professinal Tree Trimming
Removals e Stump Grinding e Firewood
FULLY INSURED

ASK FOR MARK 847-362-5545

PO Box 91 Libertyville, IL 60048
woodys@woodystreeservice.comcastbiz.net
woodystreeserviceonline.com

Discover Vibrant
bemor lemg

st-in-class care meets a personalized lifestyle

ASSISTED LIVING MEMORY CARE  SHOST-TERM STAYS

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

. Call us to order today!
Marsh
Dlgrut Funeral
o Home

CREMATION PRE-ARRANGEMENTS

847-336-0127

WWW.MARSHFUNERALHOME.COM * 305 N. CEMETERY ROAD * GURNEE
Owned and Operated by SCI Illinois Services, Inc.

St. Paul the Apostle, Gurnee, IL A 4C 01-4091





