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ST. PAUL THE APOSTLE – QUEEN OF HEARTS RAFFLE 
OFFICIAL RULES, TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

 
1. Agreement to the Official Rules: The sponsor of the Raffle is the Archdiocese of Chicago’s Parish or School 

identified on the Raffle ticket (“Sponsor”).   By participating in the Sponsor’s raffle (the “Raffle”), all entrants in the 

Raffle hereby agree to be bound by these Official Rules, Terms and Conditions (“Official Rules”) and by the 

decisions of the Sponsor which shall be binding and final as to all matters relating to the Raffle.  Eligibility to win 

the Prize (as defined below) is contingent upon fulfilling all requirements set forth herein. The Raffle is subject to 

all applicable federal, state and local laws, and is void where prohibited by such laws.  These Official Rules cannot 

be changed by any oral statement made by any employee, consultant, volunteer, or agent acting on behalf of the 

Sponsor.  Sponsor reserves the right to amend these Official Rules upon ten (10) days notice provided pursuant 

to an update provided on the Sponsor’s website or otherwise published in the Sponsor’s parish bulletin or some 

other written medium.   

 
2. Net Proceeds:  All net proceeds of the Raffle will benefit the Sponsor in fulfillment of its religious, educational 

and/or charitable missions. 

 

3. Eligibility to Enter:  Only individuals who are proven to be eighteen (18) years of age or older at the time of 

purchase of a Raffle ticket are eligible to participate in the raffle (“Eligible Entrants”).    

 
4. How to Enter the Raffle:  To enter the Raffle, Eligible Entrants shall purchase Raffle tickets during the period set 

forth by the Sponsor (“Entry Period”).  Each Raffle ticket may only be purchased by one Eligible Entrant and each 

Raffle ticket purchased by an Eligible Entrant is deemed an “Entry” in the Raffle.  Eligible Entrants may purchase 

as many Raffle tickets as desired, subject to availability during the Entry Period.  Raffle tickets may sell out before 

the close of the Entry Period.  Raffle tickets must be paid for in full at time of purchase. Sponsor reserves the right 

to reject any sale of Raffle tickets due to improper payment or payment that does not constitute “good funds” in 

U.S. Dollars.  All sales of Raffle tickets are final after any advertised return period, or if there is no advertised return 

period, then all sales of Raffle tickets are final upon sale.  No refunds or replacements of lost or stolen Raffle tickets 

will be issued by Sponsor, unless expressly provided in these Official Rules. Sponsor shall be the sole judge of 

the validity and eligibility of any and all Entries.  Entries which have been or appear to be tampered with are void.  

Entries by purchasers of Raffle tickets who have violated these Official Rules in any manner are void. 

 
5. Drawing:  The Sponsor shall set the maximum number of Raffle tickets forming an Entry to be sold.  The winning 

Entry will be selected in a random drawing (the “Drawing”).  In the event the Drawing cannot be conducted at the 

date, time, or location advertised by the Sponsor for any reason, or if a Prize cannot be awarded for any reason, 

representatives of Sponsor shall set a new date and location for a subsequent Drawing.  

 
6. Prize:  The Official Winner(s) (as defined below) shall receive the applicable prize identified: (a) on the Raffle ticket; 

or (b) on the Sponsor’s website where these Official Rules are posted (“Prize”).  In the event of conflict, the 

applicable prize identified on the Sponsor’s website shall control. The value of any Prize(s) may be a function of 

Raffle tickets sold, in that a Prize may be reduced proportionally if all advertised Raffle tickets forming an Entry are 

not sold (by way of example, this means that if one-thousand Raffle tickets are offered and only nine-hundred are 

sold, the Prize(s) may be reduced by ten percent), in which case a minimum of one-half of all proceeds collected 

from the sale of Raffle tickets will be awarded as Prize(s).  The Sponsor reserves the right to substitute any non-

cash Prize acquired for the raffle for a similar prize or similar cash value when circumstances require substitution 

at Sponsor’s sole and absolute discretion. The odds of winning any Prize(s) depend on the number of Entries sold.   
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7. Notification of Official Winner:  Sponsor will have the sole discretion to determine whether an owner of an Entry 

selected at the Drawing (the “Potential Winner”) is an Eligible Entrant and otherwise eligible to be the winner of the 

Prize in accordance with these Official Rules (the “Official Winner”).  As a condition of its right to collect a Prize 

and become an Official Winner, any Potential Winner must deliver to the Sponsor: (a)  a signed statement certifying 

that the Potential Winner is the rightful owner of the winning Entry in accordance with these Official Rules and all 

applicable laws; (b) such written information as is required by any applicable laws, including tax regulations, such 

as the Potential Winner’s name, address and social security number; and (c) proof of both identity and age in forms 

satisfactory to the Sponsor. Sponsor’s decision concerning the sufficiency of documentation issued to evidence 

the identity, age and eligibility of the Potential Winner to become an Official Winner shall be final and binding.  If a 

Potential Winner cannot be contacted and/or notified after reasonable attempts by the Sponsor, or if the Prize 

cannot be awarded for any other reason, representatives of the Sponsor shall conduct another Drawing and select 

another Entry in order to identify a Potential Winner. Any Potential Winner need not be present at the Drawing to 

win and become an Official Winner.  Representatives of Sponsor shall endeavor to notify any Potential Winner 

using the contact information provided by the Potential Winner at the time of purchasing the Raffle ticket(s).  

 

8. No Transfer/Resale of Raffle Entries:  Raffle tickets are non-transferable. Any attempted transfer in violation of 

these Official Rules may be voided at the discretion of the Sponsor. The lawful ownership of a Raffle ticket forming 

an Entry shall be determined by Sponsor based on the information collected in connection with the sale of each 

Raffle ticket and any other information reasonably requested by Sponsor.  

 

9. Taxes:  All federal, state, and local income and sales taxes are the sole responsibility of the Official Winner.  The 

taxable value of the Prize will be treated as ordinary income to the Official Winner for federal and state income tax 

purposes. A purchaser of Raffle ticket(s) (“Purchaser”) may wish to consult a tax advisor in regard to potential tax 

liabilities that may arise from purchasing Raffle ticket(s) and being deemed an Official Winner.  The Official Winner 

may be required to pre-pay a portion of any tax liability incurred in connection with such Official Winner’s receipt 

of the Prize before receiving the Prize from the Sponsor. 

 
10. Publicity Release:  BY ACCEPTING THE PRIZE FROM SPONSOR, EACH OFFICIAL WINNER HEREBY 

GRANTS SPONSOR AND SPONSOR’S DESIGNEES AND AFFILIATES, FULL PERMISSION TO USE THE 

OFFICIAL WINNER’S NAME, BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION, PHOTOGRAPH, VOICE AND/OR OTHER 

LIKENESS AND PRIZE INFORMATION ON A ROYALTY-FREE BASIS FOR ADVERTISING, TRADE, 

PROMOTIONAL AND ANY OTHER PURPOSES IN ANY AND ALL MEDIA OR FORMAT NOW KNOWN OR 

HEREAFTER DEVISED, WORLDWIDE, AND ON THE INTERNET AND WORLD WIDE WEB, IN PERPETUITY, 

WITHOUT LIMITATION, AND WITHOUT FURTHER COMPENSATION, CONSIDERATION, PERMISSION, 

NOTICE, REVIEW OR APPROVAL, UNLESS PROHIBITED BY LAW.  

 
11. Disclaimer of Warranties: EACH PRIZE IS AWARDED IN “AS-IS”, “WHERE-LOCATED” CONDITION, 

WITHOUT WARRANTIES OF ANY KIND AND INCLUSIVE OF ALL PATENT AND LATENT CONDITIONS.   

THE SPONSOR EXPRESSLY DISCLAIMS ANY WARRANTIES, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT 

NOT LIMITED TO THE WARRANTIES OF MERCHANTABILITY AND FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR 

PURPOSE, RELATING TO THE PRIZE IN ANY WAY.   

 
12. Release of Liability:  IN CONSIDERATION OF BEING ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RAFFLE, EACH 

PURCHASER OF A RAFFLE TICKET FORMING AN ENTRY HEREBY AGREES TO RELEASE AND 

DISCHARGE THE SPONSOR, THE CATHOLIC BISHOP OF CHICAGO, AN ILLINOIS CORPORATION SOLE, 

THEIR AFFILIATES AND ALL OF THEIR CLERGY, OFFICERS, EMPLOYEES, AGENTS AND VOLUNTEERS 

(COLLECTIVELY “RELEASED PARTIES”) FROM ANY AND ALL LIABILITY FOR INJURIES, LOSSES OR 

DAMAGES OF ANY KIND (INCLUDING, WITHOUT LIMITATION, ATTORNEYS’ FEES) CAUSED BY THE 

RAFFLE, THESE OFFICIAL RULES, PARTICIPATION IN THE RAFFLE OR WINNING ANY PRIZE OR 

RESULTING FROM ACCEPTANCE, POSSESSION, USE OR MISUSE OF ANY PRIZE.   
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13. Mandatory Arbitration Agreement:  ANY CONTROVERSY OR CLAIM, OTHER THAN A CLAIM BY SPONSOR, 

OUT OF OR RELATING TO THE RAFFLE OR TO THESE OFFICIAL RULES MUST BE RESOLVED IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH THE BELOW ARBITRATION PROVISIONS.  ANY PURCHASER OF A RAFFLE TICKET, 

INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY ELIGIBLE ENTRANTS, POTENTIAL WINNERS OR OFFICIAL 

WINNERS, AGREES TO ARBITRATE ANY AND ALL CLAIMS AND DISPUTES RELATING IN ANY WAY TO 

SUCH PURCHASE AND/OR THE SELECTION OF AN OFFICIAL WINNER, AND/OR THE AWARD OF THE 

PRIZE, AND/OR THE DELIVERY OF THE PRIZE AND/OR THE RAFFLE GENERALLY (“ARBITRATION 

CLAIM”), THROUGH BINDING INDIVIDUAL ARBITRATION ADMINISTERED BY THE AMERICAN 

ARBITRATION ASSOCIATION (PURSUANT TO ITS EXPEDITED PROCEDURES) UNDER ITS CONSUMER 

ARBITRATION RULES, WITH ARBITRATION PROCEEDINGS TO BE CONDUCTED IN THE CITY OF 

CHICAGO.  JUDGEMENT RENDERED BY THE ARBITRATOR(S) MAY BE ENTERED BY THE SPONSOR IN 

ANY COURT HAVING PROPER JURISDICTION.  SPONSOR MAY EXERCISE ANY LAWFUL RIGHTS TO 

SEEK PROVISIONAL REMEDIES OR SELF-HELP WITHOUT WAIVING THE RIGHT TO ARBITRATE BY 

DOING SO.   

 
14. Class Action Waiver:  ALL PARTICIPANTS IN THE RAFFLE HEREBY AGREE TO WAIVE THE RIGHT TO A 

COURT OR JURY TRIAL. ARBITRATORS MAY NOT CONSOLIDATE THE ARBITRATION CLAIMS OF 

MULTIPLE PARTIES.  ALL ARBITRATION CLAIMS AND DISPUTES SHALL BE ARBITRATED ON AN 

INDIVIDUAL BASIS AND NOT AS A CLASS ACTION, REPRESENTATIVE ACTION, CLASS ARBITRATION 

OR ANY SIMILAR PROCEEDING.  PRIOR TO INITIATION OF AN ARBITRATION PROCEEDING UNDER THIS 

SECTION, ANYONE INITIATING AN ARBITRATION CLAIM MUST FIRST PROVIDE AT LEAST THIRTY (30) 

DAYS PRIOR WRITTEN NOTICE TO SPONSOR, WITH A COPY IN ALL INSTANCES TO THE ARCHDIOCESE 

OF CHICAGO, 835 N. RUSH STREET, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611, ATTENTION: OFFICE OF LEGAL 

SERVICES.  PRIOR TO ANY ARBITRATION PROCEEDING, SPONSOR MUST FIRST BE PROVIDED WITH A 

REASONABLE OPPORTUNITY TO RESOLVE ANY DISPUTE.   THE PROVISIONS OF THIS SECTION SHALL 

NOT APPLY TO ANY CLAIMS BELONGING TO SPONSOR ARISING OUT OF OR RLEATED TO THE RAFFLE.   

 
15. Limitation of Liability:  THE SOLE AND EXCLUSIVE REMEDY FOR ANY CLAIM AGAINST SPONSOR 

ARISING OUT OF THE RAFFLE, SALE OF RAFFLE TICKETS, AWARDING OF ANY PRIZES OR THE 

CONDUCT OF THE RAFFLE SHALL BE LIMITED TO THE RETURN OF THE PURCHASE PRICE PAID FOR 

ANY APPLICABLE RAFFLE TICKET(S), WITHOUT INTEREST.  IN NO EVENT SHALL SPONSOR OR THE 

RELEASED PARTIES BE LIABLE TO ANY OTHER PARTY FOR ANY LOSS OR INJURIES TO EARNINGS, 

PROFITS OR GOODWILL, OR FOR ANY INCIDENTAL, SPECIAL, PUNITIVE OR CONSEQUENTIAL 

DAMAGES, WHETHER ARISING IN CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, EVEN IF ADVISED OF THE 

POSSIBILITY OF SUCH DAMAGES. 

 
16. Cancellation: EACH PURCHASER OF A RAFFLE TICKET HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGES AND AGREES THAT 

SPONSOR HAS THE RIGHT, IN ITS SOLE DISCRETION, TO ELECT NOT TO PROCEED WITH THE RAFFLE 

AND/OR THE DRAWING FOR ANY REASON OR FOR NO REASON, AND IN SUCH EVENT, THE SOLE AND 

EXCLUSIVE REMEDY SHALL BE A REFUND OF THE PURCHASE PRICE OF EACH RAFFLE TICKET 

PURCHASED, WITHOUT INTEREST.   

 
17. INDEMNIFICATION:  IN CONSIDERATION OF BEING ALLOWED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE RAFFLE, EACH 

PURCHASER OF A RAFFLE TICKET FORMING AN ENTRY HEREBY AGREES TO INDEMNIFY, DEFEND 

AND HOLD THE RELEASED PARTIES HARMLESS FROM AND AGAINST ANY AND ALL COSTS, LOSSES, 

DAMAGES, RIGHTS, CLAIMS, LIABILITIES AND ACTIONS OF ANY KIND ARISING FROM, IN CONNECTION 

WITH, OR AS A RESULT OF SUCH PURCHASER’S PARTICIPATION IN THE RAFFLE OR THE 

ACCEPTANCE, POSSESSION, USE OR MISUSE OF ANY PRIZE. 

 


